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SERIOUS CONSIDERATIONS 
UPON 


The Preſent State of the War in Europe. 


AM very willing to gratifie your Curioſity, in imparting to 

you the true Sentiments of the Foreign Miniſters, and other 

able Politicians, (belonging to Neuter Princes, ) concerning 
the preſent State of the War, as far as I was able to learn 

by frequent Converſation and Conferences I had with them upon 
that Subject during my ſtay at Paris. I ſuppoſe you will eaſily agree 
with me in this Point; that, as their Preſence and Station entitles 
them to a mote exact Obſervation of the Tranſactions of the French 
Affairs, both at Court and in the Field, fo as they ſtand Neuters in 
this War, their Judgments will paſs for much more unbyaſs'd among 
the ſenſible part of Mankind, than the Sentiments of many others; 
who being blinded with Self-intereſt, and over- ſway'd by Paſſion, for 


the Cauſe they are engag'd in, may conſequently be ſeſs clear- ſighted 
in Matters of this Nature. 3 


The Fields of Bleinheim and Hochſtet, near the Banks of the Danube O. f 
in Germany, being the Theater where was acted that dreadful Tra- 4g. 
gedy which introduced the greateſt Change of Affairs in Europe, and 7 
made this War appear with a quite different Face from what it did | 
before; It is from the Deſigns of that Campaign 1 iatend to date and | 
draw the Scheme of aur preſent Conſiderations on this War. It is 
very well known, that at the Concluſion of the preceding Cam- | 

aign, the Elector of Bavaria (after having eſpouſed the French 1704 
Interen ſome time before) ated with ſo much Vigour and Succeſss 
againſt the Imperialiſts, that he penetrated without any conſider- 
able Oppoſition into Auſtria, whilſt at the ſame time the Male- 
contents of Hungary (who had taken vp Arms againſt the Emperor) 
were carrying Rapine, Fire and Sword, to the very Gates of 
Vienna. Theſe being moſt powerful Motives to puſh on their good 
Fortune upon the Enemy in the next Campaign, the EleQor of 
Bavaria left nothing unattempted to make the French Court ſen» 
{ible of the great Probability of Sugceſs there was on that ſide, 
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which being ſomewhat check'd then, by nothing elſe but the had- 


neſs of the far advanc'd Seaſon , he remonſtrated to them, that in 
caſe a ſufficient Number of French, well diſciplin'd Troops, could 
he fcnt early in the Spring, to act in Conjunction with his own, 
and the ot! er Auxiliary French Troops ſent to his aſſiſtance before, 
they mignt in all humane Probability penetrate. ſo far into the 
Emperor's Hereditary Dominions, as to act in Concert at leaſt, 
if not in Conjunction with the Hungarian Malecontents, and ſuch 
others of the Diſcontented Subjects ot the Emperor, as they 
hoped might be caticed to a Revolt in Bohemia, and ſame other 
Parts; Theſe Remonſtrances being founded upon very ſolid Rez- 
ons of State, and for the greateſt part upon undeniable Matter 
of Fact, the French Court were too quick-ſighted not to give ea! 
to them; ſo that this Matter proved the Subject of ſeveral moſt 
Serious Debates in their Councils, but without coming for ſome 
time to any final Determination; Not but that they were con- 


vinced of the Feaſibility of what had been propoſed by the Elector 


of Bavaria: But the chief Deſigns of the Court being then bent 

againſt the Duke of Savoy, they remain'd in ſuſpence for a con- 
iderable time what fide to chuſe, betwixt two ſuch nice and diffi- 
cult Points, ſince they found themſelves not in a Capacity to act 
with cqual Vigour on both ſides. At laſt the Ballance turn'd for 
the War in Italy, where the Imperialiſts and Sæveyard Troops being 
much weakned for want of timely Recruits, (the firſt being em- 
ploy'd againſt the Hungarians and Bavarians) the French flatter'd 
— tbemlelves with vain Hopcs, to reduce the Duke of Savoy in a ſhort 

time to ſuch Straits, as to make him accept the Terms offer'd him 
by their King. In Expectation of the happy Succeſs of this Project, 
the French Armies in Tah were order'd to be increas'd to 60000 


Men, (including the Spaniſh Forces) whilſt a Body of 12 or 13000 


Men, (moſt Recruits) was thought a ſüfficient additional Strength 
to the former French Auxiliaries in Bavaria, to maintain themiclves 
in the Poſſeihon of what they had gain'd there before, to harraſs into 
a Compliance with the Elector of Bavaria's Demands, the Circles of 


Franconia and Suabia to embrace a Neutrality, and at the ſame time 


to give all poſſible Encouragement to the Hungarian Malecontents. 
Theſe Reſolutions falling out quite contrary to the Expectation 
of the moſt judicious diſintereſted Perſons reſiding in the French 
Court, ſome that bore an Affection to the Honſe of Bavaria, and 
were not unacquainted with the Affairs of the Court of Savoy, did 
Rot ſtick to fay, that the French were going about to graſp at the 
Shade, inſtead of the Subſtance, till they were ſatisfied by ſome 
ol the moſt knowing and. moſt an Miniſters reſiding at the 
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of Hungary, being as yet undiſciplin'd and ill modell'd, no 


(5) | 
French Court, that they found them under an abſolute Ne- \ 
ceſſity of taking theſe Meaſures, ſince, tho' they were ſafely {3 
got into the Poſſeſſion of Landau, and ſome other conſi-„ 
derable Places upon the Rhine, and by the taking of Ulm, Paſſau, '' 
Augsburg and Ratisbon upon the Danube, which ſecured their paſſage 
into the Imperial Hereditary Countries on that fide, yet theſe 
being Places of more Bulk than Strength, and conſequently re- 
quiring very large Garriſons for their defence, would weaken 
their Forces in thoſe Parts to fich a Degree, as to diſinable 
them to undertake any thing of Moment as a conſiderable di- 
ſtance thence ; eſpecially, conſidering that the Malecontents . 


great good could be expected from them; till they were put 

im a better Condition. Unto this it was added, that ſince 
any great and ſudden Progreſs of the French in the Heart of 

the Empire in Conjunction with the Hungarian Malecontents, 

(in caſe the ſame could be effected) might in all Probability not 

only rouſe the Spirits and haſten the Preparations of divers 

of the German Princes, that had appear'd pretty backwards 

hitherto, but alſo engage ſome of the Neuter Princes, as the 

Czar of Moſcovy, King Auguſtus of Poland, &c. to ſpare ſome 

of their Troops to the Emperor, and perhaps induce the 

Engliſh and Dutch alſo to undertake a moſt powerful Diverſion 

upon the Aoſelle, and enter France it ſelf on that fide, that 
Court had (not without reaſon) judged it much more both for 

their Safety and Iatereſt, at this Conjuncture, to endeavour 
upon very good Hopes of Succeſs, the Reduction of the Duke 

of Savoy, and conſequently of putting an End to the War in 

Italy, (which always. proved Difficult and vaſtly Expenſive to 

France,) than to adventure the Succeſs and. Reputation of their 

Arms upon ſuch uncertain Events; and ſubje& to ſo many 

Hazards at a vaſt Diſtance from home; which after the end 

of the Italian War, might be..compaſgd- with much leſs Dan- 

ger, by turning the chiefeſt Force of France againſt the Empire. 

Theſe were the Meaſures concerted in the French Court, 

in reterence to the Empire and Tay, (beſides a great Army 

intended'for the. Netherlands, to, make Head ;agajuſt the Eroliſh 

and Dutch) at the” time of the coming of the 4 of Marl- 
borvngh to the 1257 „at the beginning, of khe. Year 1704. 
The States Genera of the Unired Paine belng Wadble, that 
in caſe no ſpeedy and effectual Relief were given to the Empire, 

but the French ſuffered to turn the main Strength of their Arms 
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(6) 
being fully convinced that the relieving of the laſt, depended 
in a great Meaſure on giving ſuch a powerfal Diveriion to 
France, in Germany, as might either oblige them to recall {one 
of their Troops, or at leaſt to ſlacken their vaſt Preparations 
for Italy, did requeſt the Queen of Great Brittain to agree 
with them in thoſe Meaſures: Theſe being (as I faid before} 
; concerted accordingly with the Duke of Marlborough upon his 
arrival at the Hague, tended chiefly to this, that the greateſt 

part of the Engliſh Forces in the Netherlands, with their Auxi- 
liaries and ſome Dutch, ſhould early in the Spring march to 

the Danube, in Conjunction with a great Body of Germans, to 
attempt the clearing of the Danube of the French and Bava- 
rians;, Tho", at the ſame time, it was induſtriouſly ſpread 
abroad, that their Deſign was chiefly intended upon the Mo- 
ſelle; which Bait being unwearily ſwallow'd by the French 
Court, proved the firſt Step towards their fatal Overthrow at 
Bleinbeim. 

Upon this Occaſion I can't forbear to obſerve to you, that 
(as it ſeems) there is a certain Party (and that none of the 
leaſt conſiderable) with you in England, who diſowning the 
preſent Conſtitution of the Government, as ſettled upon the 
:Baſis of the late Revolution in 1688, are very forward in im- 
parting whatever paſſes of Moment in Ergland to the French 
Court; The Character they bear here among the moſt judi- 
cious and unbyaſs'd Judges of Policy, is, that tho? the King 
of France buys their Intelligence at a much cheaper Rate, than 
in any other part of Europe, (where he is obliged to beſtow 
vaſt Sums upon that account) yet their Advices being for the 
moſt part founded upon ill-digeſted Notions, and paſſionate 
"Zeal for the Cauſe they eſpouſe, rather than upon Certainty, 
have more than once ſtood very dear to Fance; Witneſs the 
vaſt Charges that Crown was put to, at ſeveral times, in the 
late War, for the intended Reſtauration of the late Kin 
James II. which being built upon their Chimerical Notions 
and Probabilities only, miſcarry'd all in the Event. Thus 
it happen'd once more at this Conjuncture, and the French 
had ſufficient reaſon to repent of having rely'd upon the Mil- 
intelligence received from that Party ; For, .the Report indu- 
ſtriouſſy ſpread in Holland, of their intended. Expedition upon 
the Moſelle, (to amuſe the French) being confirm'd by them 
to their Friends and Corteſpondents in France, under ſuch 
certain Circumſtances, . (which amounted to no more than un- 
happy Gueſſes) as appear'd plauſible to that Court, they 
* | | i 


+ 
were ſo far from altering their Meaſures, in relation to aiyand 
| Germany, that they thought it ſufficient. to diſpoſe only a con- 
* ſiderable number of Forces near the Rhine to be ready upon oc- 
caſion to march either to the Moſelle, or by way of diverſion into 
the Netherlands, as opportunity ſhould offer. 
Things remain'd thus in ſuſpenſe, till the ſudden and expe- 
| dicious March of the Duke of Marlborough out of the Nether- 
| lands at the Head of a potent Army of choſen Troops (in!ay,) - 
not a little alarm'd the French Court, but ſtill flattering 
themſclves with the ſame hopes of their being intended only for 
the Aoſelle, they contented themſelves with Countermanding a 
conſiderable Body of their Troops ſent to the Netherlands, in 
order to follow, and to obſerve the Motions of the Confede- 
, \ rate Army : This Army conſiſting of about 16000 Men, and 
Commanded by the Marſhal de Villeroy, march'd with all expe- 
dition towards the Rhine; but the Duke of Marlborough having 
got much the ſtart of them both in point of Time, and in his 
March (the French being forc'd to take a greater Circumference) | 
paſs'd the River Nectar at Ladenburg, and after an Interview | 
with Prince Lewis of Baden at Great Heppach, directed his March | 
through Swabia, in order to join the Imperial Army under Prince 1794+ . 
Lewis, which he did effectually in a few Days after. Great was 3 76 
the ſurprize of the Marſhal de Villeroy to fee himſelf thus out- Fun. 22. 
ES witted by the Duke of Malborrough, but much greater the a- 
| | mazement of the French Court, to ſee themſelves thus deceived | 
in this Expedition, and diſappointed in their Meaſures, by fo | 
ſtupendious and unforeſeen a March, as from the Frontiers of 
Holland to the Danube, which containing ſeveral hundred Miles, 
was performed in about five Weeks time; the joint Confede- 
rate Forces under the Duke of Marlborough, and Prince Lews of 
Baden, encamping in fight of the French and Bavarian Camp at 
| 0 Dillingen by the firſt day of July. 
. It is ſcarce to be imagin'd what a perplexity this unexpected 
\ | News cauſed at the French Court, which put them to the, great- 
[ eſt Nonplus, that had befallen them for theſe many Years laſt paſt; 
| they being ſenſible that the Confederate Forces then upon the 
Danube, were ſo much ſuperiour in every reſpe& to the French 
and Bavarians, that without a ſpeedy and ſtrong Reinforcement, 
they muſt ſuccumb to a more potent Enemy; and how to ſend 
ſuch a Reinforcement, was a Matter ſubject to a thouſand Dif- 
ficulties, being deſtitute of Proviſions, Carriages and Money, 
- and other Neceſiaries for the ſubliſtance of a great Army, in ſo 
long a March, in an Enemies Country, in which they muſt 
| x expect 
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(3 
expect to be continually attended, and harrasd by one of the 
moſt vigilant Generals in Chriſtendom, I mean Prince Eugene of 
Savoy, who was at the Head of a ſtrong Army on the Upper 
Rhine, ready to obſerve all their Motions. | 

_ Whilſt theſe things were in agitation at Court, News was 
brought: of the Engagement that happened at the Schellenberg 
near Donawert. On this Hill the Elector of Bavaria had cans'd 
ſtrong Entrenchments to be made, as well for the ſecurity 
of his Camp at *Difwger, as to facilitate his Conjunction with 
the expected French Succours; but the Duke of Marlborough and 
Prince Lewis of Baden being not ignorant of the conſequence of 
this Poſt, had found means to force it with Sword in Hand, in 
Jeſs than an Hours time, in ſpite of all the Oppoſition made by 
g000 Bavariaus and French, of their beſt Troops poited there 
under the Count 4 Arco. This brave and bold Stroak ſerving 
Iike a warning to the French Court, what they muſt expect from 
ſuch courageous Troops, as would not be ſtopt in their Carreer, 
but open their way with their Swords through all the Barriers 
and Obſtacles, they were more than ever perplext in their Coun- 
cils ; for, being ſenſible that in caſe they Thould be able to ef- 
fect the deſir'd Conjunction with the EleQor of Bavaria, Prince 
Eugene wauld follow them at the Heels, and conſequently the 
ſuperiority would ſtill remain, as much as before, on the Con- 
federate fide; they.ſeem'd to foreſee that danger which befel 
them afterwards on that fide, and therefore reſolv'd to try their 
Fortune another way. Jo effect this, it was given out as a 
certainty, that the French, by way of diverſion, (to drive the 
Imperialiſts from the Danube) were making vaſt preparations for 
the Siege of Phitipsburg; but this being found impracticable, or at 
leaſt very difficult, by reaſon of the nearneſs of Prince Eugene, 
with his Army, and the preſſing Neceſſities of the Elector of 
Bavaria, calling for more ſpeedy and effectual Relief, that de- 


ſign was laid aſide, | 
For, immediately after the Battle on the Schellenberg, the E- 
lector not thinking himſelf ſecure in his advantageous and moſt 
convenient Camp at Dillingen and Lawingen, (where he had main- 
tain'd himſelf very ſucceſsfully all the laſt Campaign) retreated 
under Augsburg, thereby leaving a free Paſſage to the Enemy in- 
to his Country; theſe accordingly having'paſs'd the Danube near 
"Donawart, entred Bavaria, and after being got into poſſeſſion 
of all the moſt convenient Poſts, laid waſte the open Coun- 
try with Fire and Sword, in hopes thereby to oblige the 
Elector to embrace the Imperial Party; who in effect, _— 
5 ah ome 


SAKE 
1 ſome inclination towards a Compoſition ; but upon the ap- 
\ proach of the French Succours, under the Marſhal de Tallard, 
retracted all. The French Court ſeeing herſelf reduc'd to one 
of theſe Extreams, either to looſe the Elector of Bavaria and 
all his Intereſt, or elſe to hazard their Troops upon great odds - 
in the heart of an Enemy's Country, begun now to be ſenſible 
of the want of thoſe Troops, which being employ'd in Lal, 
were at too great a diſtance to be ſerviceable To them at this 
Conjuncture in this Expedition, eſpecially, finge.” none could be 
| ſpared from the Netherlands, their Army chef being already ſo 
much weakned, by that ſtrong Detachment under the Marſhal 
de Villeroy, that, not being able to make Head againſt the 
Dutch, they had been forc'd to be idle Spectators of their Bom- 
” © barding of Namur and Bruges in the beginning of Je, and ex- 
= acting vaſt Contributions from the open Countries. 

Under this uncertainty of Affairs, it was at laſt reſolv'd to 
march to the relief of the Electer of Bavaria, coſt it what ir 
would. But when the Marſhal de Tallard was upon the Point of 
paſſing the Rhine, 8000 Swiſs refus'd to march further, al- 
ledging that It was contrary to their Capitulations to fight a- 
gainſt the Empire, which tho' it prov'd no ſmall diſappoint- 
ment to the Marthal, who much rely'd upon theſe Troops, yet 
their number being ſupply'd out of the beſt Forces of the Neigh- 
bouring Garriſons, he paſs'd the Rhine with 24000 of the beſt 
Troops of France at Stratsbuzg, and after having in vain attemp- _ | 
ted the reduction of Villingen (the better to ſecure his retreat) af- + 
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Month, at laſt joins the Elector of Bavaria at Biberach, without © 4. 
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þ paſs the Danube at Donawert, to lupe 
xeſoly'd among them to encamp in th 
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Rivulet, and ſcme marſhy intervals betwixt them in their 
Front, where by fortifying their Camp, they did not queſtion- 
to maintain themſelves againſt all the Efforts of the Confederate 
Army OE. 

I am credibly inform'd that this Reſolution was ſtrrnuouſly 
oppoſed by many of. the moſt expericac'd Officers, eſpecially a- 
mong the French, who knowing that their Army, (but eſpecially 
their Horſe,) tho, ſomew hat ſuperiour in number to the Enemy, 
yet being much fchigued by ig long and difficult a March, and 
Want ot ſufficient Förrage (whereas thoſe of the Enemy had for 
a contderable time refreſhed themſelves in a plentiful Country) 
would farce prove an equal Match to them, notwr hitanding 
the advantageous ſituation of their Camp; whereas in their 


Camp under Augsburg, ſtrengthned by the nearneſs of that City, 
and the Rivers of the Danube and the Lech, they might with ſe- 


carity paſs the Campaign, till the Eygliſh and Dutch being o- 
bliged to return Home, they might eaſily regain what they had 
loſt before. This being urged more and more the next fol- 
lowing Day, when they ſaw the Duke of Marlborongh paſſing the 
Danube with his whole Army at Schonefelt, was nevertheleſs. 
ſtrenuouſly oppofed by the Elector of Bavaria, and his Friends 
and Officers of the Army, who being enraged to ſee their Coun- 
try laid deſolate with Fire and Sword, were not wanting upon 
this occaſion to magnifie the Bravery of their Troops, and to 
repreſent. this as the fitteſt opportunity (during the abſence of 
Prince Lewis of Baden with the Troops under his Command) 
to obtain ſuch an advantage over the Enemy, as would oblige 
them to quit the Country of Bavaria, and be glad to maintain” 


themſelves. in Swabia; whereas if they let flip this favourable 


Conjuncture, they muſt expect to retreat back under the Can- 
non of Avgsburg, to be idle SpeQators of the Deſolation and 
Conqueſt of their Country, and after a ſtarving Campaign, 


be reduced to a neceſſity of ſeeing the remnants of their Troops 


to periſh for want of neceſſary Winter-Quarters. Theſe Rea- 
ions, tho they appear'd more ſpecious than real to the moſt 
zxpericnced among the Generals, conſidering the preſent Cir- 


eumſtances of their Affairs, yet being under an abſolute neceſ- 


lity (according to their King's Order) to retain the Elector of 
Bavaria in their Intereſt, they were forced to ſubmit to his 
Council and Opinion, which drew upon them that fatal Blow, 
they received at: the Battle of Bleinheim. For the whole Ar- 
my under the Duke of Marlborough, having, as we told you, 
paſs'd the Danube, and joined Prince Eugene of Savoy, 4 was 
th ae reſolved 


111 
reſolved by an unanimous Conſent of all the Generals to at- 

tack the French and Bavarians, before they could fortiſie them- 

ſelves in their Camp. Accordingly the Battle being begun 

the next Day by the Confederate Army, a little after Noon, 

their left Wing Commanded by the Duke of Marlborough, put ,,, ... 
the right Wing of the French, but eſpecially their Horſe, af- New, 2 
ter a ſharp Engagement of tree or four Hours, to a total 24 9. 8. 
Rout, which being perceived by the greateſt part of their | 
Infantry, poſted in the Village of Hochſtæd, Mey were fo diſ- 
may'd at the flight of their Cavalry, that wichout any farther 
reſiſtence, twenty ſix Battalians, and four: Regiments of Dra- 
goons ſurrendred Priſoners of War. The left Wing of the E- 
nemy conſiſting for the moſt part of Bavarian, fought much 
longer, and with much more obſtinacy againſt the Right of the 
Imperialiſts, under the Conduct of Prince Eugene of Savoy, and 
ſeveral times repulſed them; but theſe being bravely ſeconded 
from the Body of Reſerve, and the Hench ſeeing their left 
Wing put to an abſolute rout, alſo quitted the Field, tho' in 
much better order than their left, being, alſo ſheltered 
by the approaching Night, and the adjacent Woods. I 
will not pretend here to enter upon all the particulars of 1 
great an Action, the Circumſtances whereof have been ſuffici- 
ently made known to the World on all :des; but it may not 
be amiſs, upon this occaſion, to mention ſome Reaſons alledg'd 
by the French Court of ſome Defects, which they ſay occaſion'd 
this fatal Overthrow. 

They are very willing to acknowledge, that the Bravery 
and Number of the Confederated Cavalry in the Left Wing 
under the Duke of Marlborough (which was ſuperior to theirs, 
as they were to them ta Foot) was the firſt occaſion of their 
Diſaſter ; This they ſay being not unforeſeen by the Marſhal 
de Tallard, and ſpme other great Officers, who commanded 
their right Wing, ſtrict Orders were given for the King's 
Houſehold Troops, and the reſt of the Cavalry and Dragoons 
poſted at the foot of a Hill, and in ſeveral Lanes at ſome 
diſtance from the Rivulet, that was in the Front of their 
Camp, to charge in one Body the firſt Line of the Enemies 
Cavalry, as ſoon as they ſhould have paſs'd that Rivulet, 
before they could form a ſecond or third Line ; but this 
paſſage of the Confederate Horſe happening at a time whilſt 
the Marſhal de Tallard was employ'd at fome diſtance in the 
Village of Hochſtet upon the Banks of the Danube, where he 
nad poſted the beforementioned 26 Battalions of Infantry, and 
B 2 4. 
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4 Regiments of Dragoons, to give the neceſſary Orders, to 


prevent his being attack'd in the Flank; this Command was 
but ill obſerved by the French Cavalry and the Troops of the 
King's Houſehold, not out of Cowardiſe, as has been ſurmiſed by 
ſome, but rather out of a vain Opinion of their own Strength 
and Courage; by which fatal .Miſtake, ſuffering the Erel:iſh 
and other Confederate Horſe, not only to paſs the Rivulet 
without any confgderable Oppoſition; but alſo to form as many 
Lines as they tfBught fit, they were too late convinced of 
the Vanity of their Opinion; for the Confederate Horſe charged 
and drove them up to.the top of the Hill, and tho? they re- 


turn'd three or four times to the Charge, and with great Bra- 


very , broke more than once through the firſt Line of the 
Enemy ; yet meeting with the ſame vigorous Reſiſlance in the 
Second, they were at laſt put to a total Rout, with incre- 
dible Slaughter, beſides a conſiderable Number forced and 
drowned into the Danube. This is not the firſt time the French 
have paid dearly for this vain Opinion of the Bravery of their 
own Troops: 1 remember an Inſtance of the ſame nature, 
which happen'd in the War which ended by the Treaty of 
Nimeguen; The Confederate Forces of Lorrain, Munſter and 
Lunenburgh, having beſieged and reduced the City of Treves 
in Germazy, to the laſt Extremity, the Marſhal de Crequi 


march'd with an Army of 10000 French, of their beſt Troops, 


o its Relief: At his approach part of the Confederate Army, 
not unequal in number to the French, march'd out of their 
Camp to give the Enemy Battle, who being poſted on the 
other ſide of a Rivulet, they nevertheleſs paſs'd it in fight of 
them; ſcarce zoco of the Confederate Forces had paſs'd the 
Rivulet, when molt of the French General Officers deſir'd leave 


of the Marſhal to charge them; but he rejected their. Requeſt, 


ordering them to ſtay till at leaſt one half were come over, 
whereby they might gain a Compleat Victory. Accordingly they 
ſtaid with impatience for the Paſſage of 3000 more, when 
charging them with the greateſt Fury imaginable, they thought 
to have overthrown them at the firſt Charge, but theſe being 


of the choiceſt Troops of Germany, and commanded by the. 


brave Duke of Lorrain, gave them ſo hot a Reception, that 
they were forced to retreat, and give way for the reſt to paſs 
alſo the Rivulet in good order; which being done, they charged 
the French in their turn with ſo much Vigour, that they put 


them to a total Rout, with ſuch a Slaughter, that very few 
eſcaped the Sword, the Marſhal de Crequi himſelf. being forced, 


with 
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with tour or five Officers, only to make the beſt of their way into 
the Town, which he defended moſt gallantly for ſome: time 
after, till he and the whole Garriſon were made Priſoners of 


War in the Place. I thought fit to mention this Inſtance, 
becauſe J have known ſome intelligent Perſons look upon this 


vain Opinion of the French, as a Fiction put upon them by 


their Enemies, whereas I] *afn. ſenſible, that the Friends of 
Marſhal de Tallard here, alledge the Ngn-executing of his 
Orders in this Point, and — Vain-glory of 
ſome Officers, as the firſt and main Reaſon of their Over- 
throw-; which ſeems the more probable, becauſe ſeveral Gene- 
ral Officers and Regiments were broken ſoon after by the King's 
ſpecial Command. 5 


The Second is, The want of Duty in the greateſt part of 


the Foot in their Right Wing, eſpecially of thoſe poſted in the 
Village of Hochſtet; For, ſay they, had the Foot, after the 
Defeat of the Cavalry, ſtood bravely to it, and thereby given 
time, at leaſt, to ſome of the Horſe to rally, they might have 
kept in play the Enemies Foot, till being joyn'd by ſo ſtrong 
a Body, as that which was in the Village of Hochſtet, they might 
in all probability have made a tolerable Retreat towards their 
Left Wing, which being at that time ſtill entire, they might 
joyntly have retreated in good Order, and conſequently ſaved 
at leaſt one Moiety of their Men; whereas on the contrary, 
the Foot following immediately the Example of the Horſe, 
and the Body in the Village of Hochſtet, which reſembled a 
fmall and Army, which had behaved it ſelf very well during the 
whole Engagement, no ſooner ſaw it felf deſtitute of the 
Support of its Cavalry, and the reſt of their Forces, but the 
Dragoons attempted to Swim the Danube; but failing therein, 
ſurrendred Priſoners of War with 26 Battallions, which with 
the reſt taken upon this occaſion, amounted to 13900, and 
very near_as many ſlain ; ſo that the loſs of the French, what 
with theſe before mentioned, what with Deſertion, aad what 
with their wounded (moſt of which dy'd in their long and 
haſty retreat from the Danube to the Upper Rhine, for want of 
Conveniencies) amounted upon this occaſion to no lefs than 
40000 Men; and the Confederates alſo did not purchaſe this 
Victory without 5000 Men ſlain, and as many wounded ; but 
the moſt of the latter recovered, being well provided with 
all manner of Neceſlaries, and very good Accommodation. 
I know very well. that the #rexch Court did all they could to 


diſguiſe both their Surprize and their Loſs, but this could * 
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be done To effectually, but that the Truth thereof came to 
the Ears of the Forreigners then reſiding at Paris: I remem- 
ber that a forreign Gentleman coming about that time to we 
Paris from Strasburg, aſſured me, that he ſaw the Elector of 
Bavaria and the Marſhal de Marſin marching into the before- 
mentioned City with the broken Remnants of their Armies, 
which amounted in all ſcarce to. r2000 Men, (and thoſe in a 
miſerable Condition , eſpecially the Horſe) whereas at the 
Battle of Bleinheim, they were above 50000 ſtrong. : 


But it is time to leave the French for a while in Germany 
to bewail their Loſs, whilſt their Victorious Enemies are im- 
proving their Victory by almoſt daily Conqueſts in Bavaria, 
and to turn our Eyes towards Tal), to take a View of the # ö 
-Poſture of Affairs on that ſide. If it is certain that the brave 
Duke of Savoy was as hardly preſs'd upon by the Fench on the 
Borders of Piemont, as the Elector of Bavaria was by the Con- 
federates upon the Danube; ſo it is unqueſtionable, had he S 
follow'd the Footſteps of the laſt of theſe two Princes, he 
might in all probability have ſhared his Fate with him: But 
this wiſe and brave Prince took quite different Meaſures ; For, 
after having rejected all the moſt ſpecious Offers ef the French 
Court, being reſolved to diſpute every Inch of Ground with 
them, with a Condu@ and Foreſight without Example, he or- Wl 
dered all the Proviſions of the flat Country to be brought and 
laid up in his Strong-holds and Cities, the moſt expoſed where- 
of being provided with good Garriſons, and every thing elſe 
requiſite for a long and vigorous Defence, he moved with his 
remaining little Army in ſuch a manner, as he judged moſt 
convenient to obſerve the Enemy, without putting himſelf 
J under a Neceſlity of hazarding a Battle, unleſs upon very good 
. | Circumſtances. It muſt be acknowledged, even by his Enemies, 5 4 
, that this Conſtancy and Conduct of the Duke of Savoy, broke 
| all the Meaſures of the French on that fide, as the March of 
| the Duke of Marlborouah to the Danube did in Germany, notwith- 
ſtanding all the Succeſs they met with this Year in ah. For, 
„though the Duke of Sævoy was not in a Condition to cover the 
Faue 14. ſtrong Fortreſs of Verceil, ſeated upon the Borders of Piensont 
＋ and the Milanexe, the ſaid place being actually beſieged by 
h a powerful Army under the Duke of Vendoſme, yet by the 
brave Defence made by frequent Sallies and otherwiſe for above 
five Weeks ſucceſsfully, joyn'd to the Mortality that reign'd M 
in the French Camp, by reaſon of the unwholſom Situation of 


this 


* 


(15) | 
this Fortreſs in a marſhy Ground, and among ſtanding Water, 
during the hot Seaſon, ſwept'away daily ſo great a Numbers 

= of Men in the Camp of the Beſieged, that it was generally 
5 computed then at Paris, they had not bought this place with 
leſs than the loſs of above 12000 Men. As this queſtionleſs 
was the occaſion of the Depwaliſhing of the Fortifications of 
Perceil, fo all the Worid Was {urpriz'd, that the ſame Gar- 
riſon which had defended fo conſiderable a.- Frontier Fortreſs 
with ſo much Gallantry, ſhould at laſt, be allow'd no other 
Conditions, than to remain Priſoners of War, (contrary to the 
Cuſtom of War ;) but the French Court excufed the Matter, by 
ſaying, that ſince their chief Aim was at this juncture to re- 
dnce the Duke of Savoy to ſuch Straits, as to oblige him to 
. \ | embrace the Terms offer'd him by the King, it would .be a 
piece of Folly, to ſtrengthen his Army by the Acceſſion of 
ſuch a Number of brave Soldiers: But to ſhew that they had 
ſome Regard to (of at leaſt, that they were not unacquainted 
— with) the Cuſtom of War, they ſuffered them to march out 
with their Arms through the Breach, but afterwards difarm'd 
and made them Priſoners. The fame Method they obſerved 

in all the other Places they took from the Duke of Savoy. 


The brave Reſiſtance they had met with before Ferceil, not 
1 2 in the leaſt abating their Courage, or alrering their Reſolu- 
tions of reducing the Duke of Savoy, they march'd towards 
 forea, which*they beſieg'd allo and attack'd with extraordi- 
nary Vigour ; but that Place being provided by the Duke with 
every thing for its Defence, as much as poſfibly could be, they 
found it as hot a piece of Work there, as they had done at 
Verceil; and there being no leſs than three different Forts 
(beſides the Body of the Place) to be attack'd in form and 
that ſeparately, this conſum'd abundance of time and Men Sept, 275-1 
before it could be forced to a Surrender, the Garriſon fighting 
like deſperate Men, who expected no other Terms than to 
be made Priſoners of War, and upon that Score were the 
more ready to obey their Orders, of holding out to the laſt 
Extremity, it being the Duke's abſolute Intereſt to ſpin out 
this Campaign, as not queſtioning but that he ſhould be 
effectually relieved in the next by a powerful Force of the 
Confederacy. In the mean while the. Confederates in Ger- 
| many being not backward to improve the preſent Opportunity, 
» - had left a good Body of Troops in Bavaria, to reduce ſucty 
Places as yet remain'd in the Poſſeſſion of the French, _— 
being 
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being happily perform'd, partly by Force, partly by an Agree- 


ment made afterwards betwixt that Electorate and the Em- 


peror, the Forces under the Duke of Marlborough, lately 


march'd to the Rhine, were the more at leiſure to extend their 


intended Conqueſts on that fide, and upon the Ae/elle :., To 
this purpoſe they inveſted the ſtrong -and conſiderable City 
and Fortreſs of Landau, the Siege being cover'd by the Duke 


W 70b. 22. of Marlborbugh, poited with the main Army near Croen-Weifſen- 


hung, till the arrival of the King of the Romans in the Camp 
before Landau; When the Duke marching with part of the 
Forces under his Command, to ſupport thoſe detach'd before 
towards the AMoſelle, the City of Treves was reduced within. a 
few days after, and Preparations made for the Siege of the ſtrong 
Caſtle of Traerbach in order to ſecure their Winter Quarters 
both upon the. Upper Rhine and the Moſelle. 


As there were very few that doubted the Reduction of thoſe 
Places, which as the Caſe then ſtood, could not be relieved by 
the French, and that: thereby the Confedrates intended to 0- 
pen themlelves a way into Fance the next Campaign; fo 
they did not in the leaſt queſtion, but that after the Conqueſt 
of Jvrea, the French Court would immediately recal ſome 
of their Troops out of 7:aly toſtem the Torrent that threat- 
ned a dreadſul Inundation, as well upon the Rhine as the 


Moſelle; but to our no ſmall ſurprize, it was ſoon divulged at 


Court, that the Siege of Verne, in Itah was reſolved upon, 
notwithſtanding the Opinion of many, both of the Generals 
and others to the contrary ; who alledged that this Enterprize 
being ſubject to great hazards in fo far advanced a Seaſon, and 


when their Troops were already fo much diminiſhed by the Sieges 


of Verceil and Torea, they judged it much ſafer to ſpare their 
Men, than to expoſe them to ſuch- uncertain hazards, at a 
time when they.ivere likely co ſtand in need of all their Strength, 
and Politicks, to repair the great Loſſes ſuſtained this Cam- 
paign in Germany, and to make good their Borders againſt an 
intended powerful Irruption. *Tis certain that Verue being the 
chief, and I may ſay, the only inlet of Strength into the Valley 


of Turin, the Duke of Savoy had left nothing unattempted to 


put it into ſuch a ſtate of Defence by ſeveral additional For- 
tifications, a ſtrong Gariſon, and all other Neceſlaries, as to 
hold out for a conſiderable time, againſt a potent Army. But 
what was likely moſt to conduce to the long defence of this Place, 
was, that having ſtrongly Fortify'd himſelf, on the oppoſite ſide 
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of the River, at Creſcentino , he had thereby an opportunity 
| by means of a Bridge, to keep open a free Communication with 
\ W- rue, and to relieve it from time to time with freſh Men, and 
all other Neceſſaries, as often as occaſion ſhould require. Add 
to this, the approaching Winter Seaſon, and that the French 
Forces were already diminiſhed, and wanted Recruits at the 
beginning of October; (whereof I faw a Liſt my ſelf about 
that time, according to the diſtribution made thefeof, to be 
raiſed in the ſeveral Provinces of above 20000 Men; ) The 
French Court was not ignorant in the leaſt of all this, and, as! 
told you before, many among them declared their diflike at 
this Enterprize, but being over-ruled id Council by a pre- 
vailing Party, who urged, that ſince at this dangerous Con- 
juncture, they ought more than ever to puſh on the Reducti- 
on of the Duke of Savoy, and the fame could not be expected 
without the Conqueſt of Verue, they were under an abſolute 
" neceſſity of purchaſing it at any rate, as not queſtioning, that 
5 when the ſaid Duke ſhould ſee himſelf chaſed under the Can- 
non of Twrin, and be in imminent Danger of a Siege of his Ca- 
pital City, he would be brought to more ſerious Conſiderati- 
ons of his preſent dangerous State, and accept of the Propo- 
ſitions made to him, rather than to expoſe his Reſidence and 
Family to the danger of a total Deſtruction. | 


Theſe ſpecions Reaſons prevailing in the French Court be- 
A fore all other Conſiderations, the Siege of Verue was begun, 
but attended with ſo many Difficulties and ſiniſter Accidents, 
that the French Court was never put to a greater Nonplas, od. 14. 
| whether to continue or raiſe it at ſeveral times. For, the 
; Duke continually ſending unto them freſh Supplies, they 
made frequent - and moſt ſucceſsful Sallies; and when the 
FHFHiench attack'd any of their Works, repuls'd them with great 
£ Bu ſlaughter, and repair'd their Breaches as faſt as they were 
| opened by the Cannon of the Beſiegers; which Difaſters joyn'd 
7 to the cold and wet Seaſon in an Army already miſerably har- 
| rasd in the preceeding long and fatiguing Campaign, had 
reduc'd their Army to ſuch a deplorable State, that ſome of 
| the Duke of Savoy's Officers were of Opinion, he might with 
| ſure hopes of Succeſs, adventure witi his ſmall Army, the 
raiſing of the Siege. But that wiſe Prince, being unwilling 
to venture the loſs of all his Dominions, upon the uncertain 
Event of ſuch an Enterprize, thought it much more for his 
| C ſafety, 


i 
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ſafety, to conſume the Heuch Army before a place, where they 


gain'd fo little Ground; yet reſolved to try his Fortune by a 
vigorous Sally ; which he did accordingly in Perſon, and with 
ſuch ſucceſs, that he forc'd the Beſiegers from their moſt ad- 
vanc'd Works, deſtroy'd them, and after a conſiderable ſlaugh- 
ter made among them, retreated in good order into the Town. 
This Sally. joyn'd to the before-mentioned Difficulties, caus'd 
freſh uneaſineſs to the Court; for the Works ruin'd by the Sa- 
voyaras requiring a coniiderable time to be repair'd, and to 
be advanc'd ſo . near to the Body of the Place, it fell once 


more under Debate, whether ſince they had for near four 


Months gain'd fo little Ground, with ſo great loſs, upon the 
Enemy, they ought to continue the Siege or not; the 
unexpected Reſiſtence they had met with in this Enterprize, 
having, by this time, made ſeveral of thoſe who had been very 
eager for this Siege, to repent of their Opinion, they came, 
after various Debates, at laſt to this Reſolution, That, ſince it 


was found impracticable to take the Place, whilſt it could be 


conſtantly relieved with Supplies from the Duke's Camp art 
Creſcentino, the Attacks ought to be changed, and chiefly to 
be carry'd on againit the Fort that cover'd the Bridge of Com- 
munication betwixt Creſcentino and Verue; which if it could be 


effected, they did not queſtion the Succeſs of the Siege, but 


if not, it muſt be raiſed. The beſt Ingineers of France being 
hereupon ſent immediately to the Camp of the Beſiegers, and 
they having given their Opinion for the feaſibility of the thing, 
the Attacks were directed accordingly againſt the Fort of the 
Bridge, notwithſtanding which they met with great Difficul- 
ties alſo in this attempt, being much expoſed to the Cannon 
planted on the Entrenchments of the Duke of Savoy's Camp 
on the _—_ ſide of the River, which kill'd them great 
numbers of Men; but as all lay at ſtake now, they continued 
their Works in ſpite of all the Obſtacles, and having at laſt 


made a Breach on the ſaid Fort, carry'd it by Surprize with Sword 


in Hand in the Night-time, ruin'd part of the Bridge, and 0- 
bliged the Duke of Savoy to retreat from his Camp at Creſcen- 
tino towards Chivas or Chivazzo. The Gariſon of Verne did ne- 
vertheleſs defend itſelf for ſome time with great bravery ; but 
being now without all hopes of Relief,” all their Proviſion 
ſpent, and the French ready to give the general Aſſault, they 
blew up the Fortifications, retreated into the Dungeon, and 
there beat a Parly, but could obtain no other Terms than to 


be 


< 


„ 
he made Priſoners of War. Thus, at laſt, they got into the poſ- 
ſeſſion of Verne after a Siege of near ſix Months, and with the 
loſs of 20000 Men of their choiceſt Foot, the blame where- 
of was in a great meaſure laid at the Door of the Duke of 
Vendoſine and his Ingeneers, who, tho? they were the moſt for- 
ward for this Siege, yet ſpent near four Moath,and above 1400 
Men in vain, till they were directed by the Ingineers ſent from 
France afterwards to carry on the Attacks againſt the Fort that 
cover'd the Bridge; beſides that the French had the Mortifica- 
tion to find, that, after ſo much Treaſure and Blood ſpent in 
the taking of this Place, they were not a jot the nearer to the ſo 
much expected Reduction of the Duke of Savoy; who whilſt 
the French were forced to feek for Quarters of Refreſhment, 
fortify'd Chivazzo, and the Avenues to Turin, and having. cer- 
tain aſſurance of ſtrong Succours to be ſent to his, aſſiſtance un- 
der Prince Eugene of Savoy, with an unparallel'd Conſtancy re- 
jected all the offers made them by that Court. 


We muſt now travel from Jraly to Spain, where there hap- 
pen'd an Accident equally difficult in its Undertaking, but more 
dangerous, (if I miſtake not) in its Conſequence. This was 
the Siege of Gibralter, ſeated juſt within the Streights Mouth, 


on the Coaſt of Spain. This Place, after the French Breft Squa- 170g. 


dron had the good Fortune to get into Jhoulon, being taken by 
the Engliſh and Dutch Fleet, the French Court who were ſenſible Fh 23. 


how pernicious this Thorn which ſtuck fo cloſe into the ſide of 


Spain, might prove to their Affairs, ordered their Fleet now 
joined by the Thoulon Squadron, to put to Sea immediately, in 
order to fight the combined Fleet, being ſenſible, that, if 
they could beat them out of the Streights, they might pro- 
miſe themſelves the regaining of Gibralter. Accordingly both 
the Fleets meeting, an Engagement enſued betwixt them off 
of Malaga, which, tho' it continued for the greateſt part of 
the Day, yet the Victory remain'd in a manner undecided 
neither Party looſing one Ship, except that the Ferch loſt one 
before the Battle, and received the greateſt damage in their 
Ships and Men. It happen'd very fortunate for the French, that 
the Engliſh and Dutch, had juſt before detach'd ten or eleven of 
their Men of War upon another Expedition, and that ſome?%of 
their Ships of the Line of Battle were much ſtinted of Ammu- 
nition (which they had left at Gibraltar) without which they 
would in all probability, not have come off at ſo cheap a rate. 
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But notwithſtanding they miſs'd of their aim in chaſing the 
Engliſh and the Dutch out of the Streights, theſe Spaniſh Gran- 
dees that were moſt zealous for the French Intereſt in Catalonia, 
and fear'd (not without Reaſon) that this Place might one 
time or other ſerve the Confederates as an Inlet into Spain, 
preſs'd the Siege of that Place with great vehemency at the 
French Court. In effect they ſhew'd no great inclination to em- 
bark in ſuch hazardous Enterprizes as. the Sieges of Verue and 
Gibralter at once, at a time when their Affairs look*d with ſo in- 
different a Face upon the Rhine and the Moſelle. They knew, 


that tho' the place was but indifferently fortify'd on the Land- 


ſide, they had to deal with one of the braveſt and moſt reſolute 
Perſons in Chriſtendom, whoſe Conduct and Courage they had 
had more than ſufficient Proofs of in the Siege of Barcelona, in 


the laſt War; they knew him to be at the head of 2000 FAg- 


liſhß Marines, all brave Troops, well provided with every thing 
for a vigorous Defence of ſo important a Place, and ſecure 
of continual Supplies, of all that ſhould be requiſite from 
Lisbon, where the Engliſh and Dutch had left a good Squadron 


for that purpoſe. Theſe Difficulties joined to the approach 


of the Winter Seaſon, made the French Court ſomewhat a- 
verſe to this Enterprize, whereof they ſeem'd to foreſee the 
Danger; but, as I told you before, moſt of the Spaniſh Gran- 
dees (perhaps out of different Motives) repreſenting the Mat- 
ter not only as ſubject to very few Difficulties, but alſo as abſo- 
lately neceſſary for their preſent ſecurity, they ſaw themſelves 
obliged to comply with their Importunities, and conſent not only 
to the Siege, but alſo to aſſiſt therein with part oftheir Troops. 


This Siege, like that of Verue, being begun in October, and- 


continuing for almoſt the ſame time, and with equal vigour, had 
2 much worſe Event, the Spaniards being obliged to raiſe it af- 
ter the loſs of all their. Infantry, the want whereof they are 
likely to feel to their coſt the next following Campaign. For 
tho the place was attack d with incredible fury, yet the brave 
Prince of Heſſe at the head of the Euglinſh Marines, ſupplying 


the defects of the Fortifications, gave ſuch a hot Reception to 


the Beſiegers in all their Attacks and Aſſaults, that they were 
continually repuls'd with great ſlaughter ; but as the Spaniards 


are a Nation very conſtant and perſevering as well in their 


Reſolutions as in their Undertakings, they continued the Siege 
with the ſame obſtinacy, and notwithſtanding the Prince of 


Heſſe 
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Heſſe had received ſeveral Supplies both of Men and other 


Neceſiaries by Sea, they reduc'd the Place almoſt to the greateſt 
Extremity, (with the aſſiſtance of a French Squadron) till at 


| laſt a conliderable reinforcement being convey'd thither, by a 


ſtrong Enaliſi and Dutch Squadron of Men of War, which 
ſurpriz d and deſtroy'd fome of the Fench Ships, and at the 
ſame time the Confederate Forces on the Frontiers of Portugal 
making preparations to invade Spain on that fide (which they 
effected ſoon after with good ſucceſs) the Spaniards ſaw thems 
ſelves under an abſolute neceſſity of raiſing that fatal Siege; 
which had conſumed moſt. of their Infantry; it being com- 
puted that their loſs, together with that of the French, amoun- 
ted to 16006 or 18000(Men, the want of which they felt to 


their coſt ſoon after, as will appear by the ſequet of theſe' Con- 


ſiderations. 


As theſe two Sieges had deſtroyd a number of Men not in- 
feriour to what had been ſlain, taken or wounded in the fatal 
Battle of Hochſted, the Eyes of all Europe were turh'd upon 
France to ſee in what manner they would be able to raiſe a 
ſuſficient Force, and that in a'few Months time, to oppoſe the 
Storm which manifeſtly threatned them upon the Moſelle, and 
at the ſame time to purſue their grand Project againſt the Duke 
of Savoy, eſpecially ſince it was now known to all the World 
that Prince Eugene of Savoy was appointed to head a powerful 
Army in /taly, compoſed , beſides the Imperialiſts, of 8000 
Pruſſians, and 4000 Palatine Troops. But what is not a Prince 
who is Maſter of a great and potent Kingdom, who has both 
the Perſons and Purſes of all his Subjects at his abſolute diſpo- 
ſal, capable of doing in ſuch a caſe? Tis true, they laboured 
at that time in France under the greateſt Difficulties imagina- 
ble to recruit their Horſe, which were almoſt all; periſhed in Ger- 
many and the Netherlands by a contagious Diſtemper, and they 
would have found it impracticable, had it not been for their good 
Friends the Swiſs, and the Negligence, or rather Treachery 
and Covetouſneſs of the German Governours upon the Fron- 
tiers of Switzerland and Lorrain ; theſe being blinded by the 
French Piſtols, ſuftred at leaſt 40000 Horſes to paſs into Francs, 
for which, tho” the Bench paid à very exceive rate, yet 
they thought nothing too dearly bought for? their own ſafety. 
The recruits of their Men they purchaſed at a much cheaper 
Price; for every Province being oblig d in proportion to its 
2 | | | extent, 


N IN * 


n 


- 
* 2 * 
* C2 - —_ Are 4, + 23 wo — — — F - 


7 
. 3 11 


. * ? 


OOO I tron oo 
— — 


LO 0 04 EO AGRA — — ——_—_——__Rs ä—U— > 
> | | | 


extent, or other Circumſtances, to raiſe ſuch a certain number 

of Men by a prefix'd time, as by, the King's Will and Pleaſure, 
was enjoyn'd them, without. any exception or limitation, the ; | 
World ſtood amazed to ſee their Army encreaſe in the midſt of 

their daily Loſſes before Verue, their Forces in /raly not inferi- 

our in number at the beginning of the Spring, to what they 

had been the preceeding; Campaign, and their Auxiliaries in 
Spain compleàted upon the ſame Foot as before, wherewith they 

flattered themſelves to make head againſt the Portigueſe, and 
their Engliſi and Durch Auxiliaries, but found themſelves egregi- 

ouſly miſtaken in their account, as will be apparent hereafter. 


8 — 
9 [7 


At the. fame time they were under no ſmall Perplexity in re- 
lation to the Affairs of Germany, how to weather the impend- 4 
ing Storm ; for which purpoſe the Troops of the Houſhold, 
with moſt of their beſt Troops were ordered to move early 
towards Lorrain; but as theſe were much infertour in number 
to ſo puiſſant an Army, as was ſuppos'd would be brought into = 
$i the Field on that fide, by the Confederates, and that their 
#' new raiſed Troops, as well as their undiſciplin'd Horſe, were 
= judg'd a very unequal match to the Enemies veterane and 
1H victorious Troops, they were forc'd at the French Court, to ſub- 
4 mit to. Neceſlity, and to content themſelves with acting defen- 
ſively upon the Moſelle for this Campaign. The better to com- * 
2 paſs this end, and to prevent a powerful Irruption through 
: Lorrain into Fance, (where its Barrier is none of the ſtrongeſt) 
| it was advis'd to ſecure all che Avennes thither by Lines ſtreng- 
| thned with Re-doubts, and other Works, whereby they did 
» not queſtion to counterballance the Power of the Allies, and 
| - alfoto ſpare a ſufficient number of Troops for the Netheylands, 
] 
| 


to act offenſively there, and either to regain what they had 

loſt in the two precceding Campaigns, or elfe by ſo ſeaſonable 

4 and powerful a Diverſion, to oblige the Confederates to with- 

| draw their Army from the Moſelle, in order to ſecure their 
new Conqueſts in the Netherlands. 


1 very well remember, that the French Court were fo fond 
| of this Project, and fo confident of its Succeſs, that it was 
1 publickly given out that the Marſhal de Villars had taken ſuch 
5 Meaſures upon the Moſelle, as to have rendred the Deligns 
| of the Canfederacy on that fide quite impracticable. As we 
| were well aſſured that this Boaſting did not proceed gr > 
| : | ther 
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ther from the Confidence they repoſed either in the Number 
or Quality of their Troops (they being much inferior in both 
11 to thoſe of the Allies) or in the Strength of their Lines, the 
Battle of Schellenberg having taught them before, that theſe may 
prove ſometimes Obſtacles, but ſuch as are not unſurmount- 
able to brave Troops; but not knowing where to look for the 
true Reaſon of this their great Aſſurance, we were obliged to 
ſuſpend our judgment for ſome time: At laſt the Myſtery 
being diſcloſed, it appear'd that their Correſpondents, in 
England having given them certain Aſſurance of certain Divi- 
fions in the Parliament, concerning a new Law to be enacted r means 
againſt the Diſſenters, the Conteſts thereupon were likely to the Occaf 
riſe to ſuch a Pitch, as would at leaſt retard the giving of eu Cone 
, \ the Supplies for the uſe of the War, and conſequently ſoJormiy 
ſlacken the Preparations of the Engl;h, for the enſuing Cam- 
paign, that they would not appear very formidable in the 
Field. The Forreigners who were ſenſible how often the 
French Court had been miſguided by their Zealous Friends in 
England, gave no great Credit to theſe Surmiſes, which proved 
abortive in the Event, as we indeed expected they would; 
and happy had it been for the Confederacy, if both the French 
Court and we our ſelves had been miſtaken in another Point; 
I mean in the Backwardneſs of the Preparations of the Ger- 
mans: The French Court who not only pay their Spyes on the 
Borders, but ſometimes even in the Heart of Germany, very 
well for their Intelligence, were not ignorant how Matters 
went on that fide. They had, I fay, timely Intelligence, that 
the greateſt part of the Troops of the more remote Circles 
would ſcarce ſtir out of their Winter Quarters, before thoſe 
of France ſhould appear in the Field, and conſequently be 
ſcarce in a Condition to act till about the middle of the Sum- 
| = mer. But what appear'd moſt of all for the Advantage of 
— > France was, that they were made ſenſible, that the Magazines 
EE: of the Imperialiſts were but indifferently provided in moſt 
places, where they ſeem'd to be moſt requiſite to facilitate 
their Conjunction with the Confederate Forces upon the Moſelle, 
and their Train of Artillery (to be furniſt'd by ſeveral of the 
Imperial Cities, lying at a conſiderable diſtance trom one 
another) in ſo illa Condition, and ſo careleſly managed, that 
no great Service could be expected from it, at the ne 
of the Campaign. All theſe Circumſtances being, I ay, wel 
- knn to the French Court, or at leaſt foreſeen by _" _=> 
| ook 
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100d upon their Lines ou the Frontiers of Lorrain, with their 

Troops poſted therein, not only as a ſufficient Strength to | 
maintain their Ground, but they alſo attempted the diſ- a Bl 
lodging of the Confederates from Treves, and their Lines * 
made on that fide, before they ſhould be joyn'd by more 

Troops; but finding themſelves. diſappointed in that Enter— 

prize, they perſiſted in their former Reſolutiom of ſtanding 

upon the defenſive upon the Moſelle, but at the ſame time, 

to act with their utmoſt Vigour both upon the -Upper Rhine 

and in the Netherlands, in order to prevent the Imperial 
Troops, and thoſe under the Duke of Marlborough, from march- 


ing towards Lorrain; where they fear'd, not without reaſon, the 
Storm would fall. | | 


This was the State of the French Affairs, when the Duke l 
70%. of, Marlborough coming in the beginning of April out of England 
ta the Hage, things remaia'd in ſuſpence for ſome time 
among them; ſince after all the Precautions taken hirherto, E 
they were ſenſible they muſt regulate their Meaſures chiefly be 
3 ACQOIUng to .the Motion of that Army, which was to be 
* commanded by that Duke. As it was induſtrioully given out 
in the Netherlauds, that the firſt Aim of the Contederate 

Army in the Netherlands, was levelPd againſt the French Lines, 

they were not a little ſolicitous at Court upon that account, I 

till being convinced by the March of the ſaid Duke, of his 5 

real Intentions, they appear'd with a more chearful Coun- 

tenance, it being then publickly diſcourſed at Court, that the 
Marſhal de Villars had let the Court know, he had taken ſuch 

Precautions on the Frontiers of Lorrain, as not to fear any 

thing from the Enemy. The March of the Duke of Marl- 

borough at the Head of ſo brave an Army, was no ſooner 

Known at Paris, but it was expected that a conſiderable De- 

tachment of the French Troops would alſo be order'd to move 

immediately, at leaſt towards the Upper Rhine, to be the 
nearer at hand, to ſupport the Marſhal de Villars as occaſion 
ſhould require, or at leaſt to prevent the Imperial Army from 
joyning with the Duke of Marlborough: But whether it were, 
that the French Court had ſome forg-ſight, or fore-knowledge 
(as I told you before they had) of the Difficulties that were 
likely to attend this Conjunction on the ſide of the Germans; 
or whether they thought it more ſuitable to their preſent Cir- 
cumſtances of Affairs, by puſhing on the War vigorouſly — 
| the 
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the Frontiers of Holand, to frighten theſe Republicans into 
an earneſt deſire. of having the Troops under the Duke of 
Marlborough recalFd for the Defence of their own Frontiers, 
I] will not pretend to determine. Certain it is, that whilſt 
the before-mentioned Duke was expecting the Con junction of 
the Imperialiſts upon the Moſelle; the French in the Netherlands 
march'd out of their Lines, and having laid Siege to Huy, car- 
ried that Place, after a brave Defence of eleven days; Then 
the directing their March to Liege, and being without much 
Oppoſition got into the Poſſeſſion of that great City, they 
made vaſt Preparations for the Attacking of its Citadel, with all 
poſſible Expedition and Vigour, in order to ſecure and enlarge 

their Conqueſts on that fide. | 
Whilſt theſe things were tranſacted by the Ferch on that 
ſide, the Dutch Army commanded by my Lord Overk/rk,, being 
much inferior in Number, lay ſtrongly entrench'd near Mae- 
ſtricht, in hopes of the Succeſs of the Duke of Marlborough 
and the Confederates upon the Moſelle; but the laſt being not 
ſufficiently prepared for the intended Conjunction, broke all 
their Meaſures. For, though the Engliſh, with the greateſt 
part of their and the Dutch Auxiliaries, marched with great 
Expedition, and the before-mentioned Duke had an Interview 
with Prince Lewes of Baden at Raſtat, wherein it was reſolved, 
that the greateſt part of the Imperial Army ſhould march 
from the Upper Rhine to the Aoſelle, to act in Conjunction with 
the Ergliſh and other Confederate Troops on that ſide, yet 
this Project came to nothing. Tis true the Duke of Marl- 
borough advanc'd without any Oppoſition through the difficult 
Paſſages into the Valley of Syrk,, and obliged the French to 
abandon that advantagious Camp; but theſe retreating into 
their ſtrong Lines, and having deſtroy'd all the Forrage for 
a great Tract of Ground, it was impoſſible for the Confe- 
derates to expect, without imminent Hazard, the Conjunction 
of the Imperial and ſome other Troops, who being deſtitute 
of Hories, Carriages, Proviſions, Artillery and other Ne- 
ceſſaries,advanc'd with veryzſlow and uncertaia Marches. Under 
theſe Circumſtances, the*great Progreſſes of the French in the 
Netherlands, calling for prompt Relief there, and the Field- 
Deputies of the States General of the United Provinces, preſſing 
very hard upon that Point, the Duke of Marlborough ſaw him- 
ſelf under an abſolute Neceſſity of complying with their deſire. 
Purſuant 
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- Purſuant: to this Reſolution, a Body of Palatine and ſome 
other Auxiliary Troops, being left at Treves to guard the Con- 
tederate Lines and Magazines upon the Moeſelle, and ſome 
others commanded to joyn the Imperialiſts on the Upper Rhine, 


the Duke march'd with all the reſt back to the Netherlands, 


with ſo much Expeditipn, that te obliged the French to give 
over their Enterpriſe again{t the Citadel of Liege, to abandon 
that City, and to return into their Lines, 


No ſooner had the French Court received the News of the 
intended March of the Duke of Aarlborongh from the. Moſelle 
to the Maeſe, and ct their Succeſs in the Netherlands, but you 


would have been ſurpriz'd to hear them magnifie the Con- 


duct of the Marſhal de Villars (who commanded on the Fron— 


tiers of Lorrain) beyond whatever was attributed to the moſt 
renow1'd Generals of Chriſtendom, and to talk of nothing. 
leis, than the regaining of all they had loſt the preceding Cam- 
paigns, both on the Vpper Rhine, and in the Netherlands, eſpe- 


« clally in the firſt, where, after the abandoning and deſtroying 


of the Lines and vaſt Magazines of Treves by 7900 Palatines, 
Ceft there by the Confederates to guard them.) without any 
Oppoſition, and the taking of Hemburg by the French, (after 


a ſlender Defence) they thought now of no leſs than the 


forcing of the Imperial Lines of Lauterburg, and beſieging 
Landau, whilſt the Generals of the Imperial and Confederated 
Forces on the Upper Rhine delay'd their Conjunction, upon 
various Pretenſions and Diſputes. It can't be deny'd, but that 
the French had all the rcaſon in the World to rejoyce at their 
having diverted a molt terrible Storm, that threatned them 
ſo near home, and to be ready to improve ſo great an Advan- 


tage to the utmoſt, when the Death of the late Emperor 


Leopold IJ. having not a little embroil'd, or at leaſt retarded the 
Councils and Mcaſures of the Court of Vienna, this appear'd too 
favourable an Opportunity to be ſlip'd, to repair in ſome mea- 
jure their Reputation and Loſſes of the laſt Campaign, and 
that at a ConjunQure when the whole Kingdom of France 
was under no ſmall Apprchenſions gf the Danger that threat- 
ned them. - E | 
is true the preſent young Emperor Joſep) I. as he has 
ſewn himſelf upon divers Occaſions (whilſt yet King of the 
Romans) a very active Prince, and one who ſeldom ſided _ 
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the violent Councils and Projects of the Jeſuits and their Party, 
fo, at his firſt Acceſſion to the Throne, he left nothing undone 
that might reduce his Councils do more unanimous and ſpeedy 
\ Reſolutions and Executions of their Deſigns, than had been 
obſerved hitherto. But ho: Opus bit. Labar, this proved a Task 
not only of Time and Difficultyz but alſo of ſome dangerous 
Conſequence, unle managed with the utmoſt Caution and 
Dexterity. 1 judge I cannot give you either a more authen- 
tick or more convincing Inſtance upon this Point, than the 
Expreffions of Father Wildman the Jeſuit, in hi is Sermon 
preac 1d at the College of that Society, when they were cele- 
brating the Obſequies of the late Emperor Leopold I. As he 
look'd © upon hi mſclf doubtleſs upon that ſolema Occaſion, as 
the Mouth and Oracle of his Order, ſo he laid hold of this 
Opportunity to magniſie their pretended Services and Coun- 
cils to the Houſe of Auſtria to ſueh a Degree, as to make the 
protection they had always afforded to his Fraternity, and their 
Suhmiſſion to their Councils, the chief, if not the only Foun- 
dation-ſtone of their Proſp -rity and Glory; not forgetting to 
alledge, among other things of this nature, that this was one 
of the main Heads recommended by the Emperor Ferdinand 
to his Succeſſor the lately deceaſed Leopold J. to take the. 
Jeſuits for his Guides. But the Good Father Wi!dman found 
himſelf deceived in his Expectation, when by the Baniſhment 
infited upon him by the preſent Emperor Joſeph I. he ſeenrd 
to manifeſt to all the World, that he was not inclin'd to truſt 

his Affairs to ſuch violent and dangerous Guides. 


Whilſt the Imperial Court was employ'd in redrefiidg 
the Abuſes . into their Government during the late 


Reign, and endeavouring to find out proper Expedients for 


the Conjunction of the Confederated Forces of the Empire on 
the Vpper Rhine, the French, who now by the regaining, of Hug, 
by the Confederacy in the Ne e, had laid aſide all 
Thoughts of any further good Succeſs on that filo for this 
Campaign, were nevertheleſs not backwards to try their For- 
tune upon the Upper Rhine. | 


Notwithſtanding the Marſhal de Vans, after his coming 
from the Mo ſelle to the Rhine, had been oblie ed to ſend a con- 
{iderable Reinforcement from his Ar my to the Elector of Ba- 


varia and the Marſhal de Villeroy, the better to enable them 
| to 
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to maintain themſefves in their Lines in the Netherlands; not- 


withſtanding all this I ſay, the French perſiſting in their Reſolution 


of reducing Landau by a formal Siege, the ſaid Marſhal march'd 


with the whole Army towards Crown Meiſſenburgh, in order to 
force the. Lines there; Tbeſe being only the outward Lines of 
the /nperialifts, fiightly; rated, and {lenderly guarded, to pre- 


vent any ſudden approach df the Hench to their frong Lines 


1 


of Lauterburgli (Where the greateſt part of the Imperial Army 
was poſted) the French met with no great oppoſition in that piece 
of Service, thoſe few Troops that were poſted there, rather 
to obſerve the Enemy, than to engage them, retreating ia to- 
lerable good Order with inconſiderable Lojs ; except ſome that 
were made Priſoners of War in the Towa of Crow Weſſenburgh, 
The French Army encouraged with hopes of further ſucceſs on 
that fide, advanced towards the before-mentioned Imperial 
Lines of Lauterburgh ; but meeting with a very hot Reception 
on all the Avenues and Paſles leading to theſe Lines, the Mlar— 
ſhal de Villars, after ſome loſs, thought fir not to expoſe his 
Reputation and Troops any further upon fo hazardous an En— 
terprize. | | 


Tho), as I told you, both theſe Actions. happened without 
any coniiderable Loſs on either fide, yet was the French Court 
not a little Mortity'd at this diſappointment, which being re— 
preſented before as almolt infallible to keep their own Sub- 
jects : in Heart, and to over-awe the Spaniards, they began to 
dread the Effects of them, and to look upon them as the fore- 


runners of ſome other ſiniſter Events on that fide, fo ſoon as 


the Conjunction of the Imperial and Confederate Forces on the 
Upper Rhine ſhould be effected; but if they were ſurprized with 
this unexpected News, they were almoſt Thunder-ſtruck with 


what came to their Ears ſoon after. This was the forcing of 


their Lines in the Netherlands by the Confederate Forces under 
the Duke of Marlborough, againſt which they thought them- 
ſelves ſo ſecure at that time in the French Court, that they 
boaſted of nothing ſo much as the ſtrength and goodneſs of 
their Troops ou that fide, and that they intended to face the 
Enemy without their Lines, havingfor that purpoſe ſo weaken- 
ed their Army on the Upper Rhine, that they were not in a ca- 
pacity to act with ſucceſs againſt the Imperialiſts, 
a3 
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Notwithſtanding this entire ſecurity of the French Court, 
you muſt obſerve, that the before- mentioned Duke, with the 
other chief Generals of the Fxgliſb and Dutch Army having 
taken a narrow view of theſe Lines, in order to attack them, 
and communicated their Reſolution to 85 States of the United 
Provinces, (who left the whole to their Eonduct and Prudence) 
this Project met nevertheleſs with ſomè oppoſition in the firſt 
Council of War held upon that Subject from divers of the 
Dutch General Officers, till in the ſecond Monſieur Overkerk, 
the Hereditary Prince or Heſſ? Cajj:!, the Count de Noyelles, 
and ſome others of the chief Generall ſiding with the Duke of 
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Marlborough and the Engliſh Generals, the ſaid Attack was po- Fuly 173 


ſitively reſolved upon; This Delign being to be carry'd on with 
all poſlible ſecrecy, and conſequently with all imaginable expe- 
dition, the Army under the Command of Monheur Overkers 
was Commanded the ſame Afﬀte ROMS to warch towards Bur- 
dine, on the other ſide of the River Mehaigu, whilſt the Duke, 


with the Engliſh, was to make a motion to al the Enemy 
into an Opinion, as if they advanced that way, in order to ſup- 


port the Dutch Army, in their Attacks upon the Lines near 
Meſſelen; where being much weaker, than in any other 
part, the French were fo eaſily enſnared by this Stratagem, that 
without any further aclay., they drew their main Strength 
that way, leaving the reſt but very indifferently guarded, tio? 
at the ſame time the Contederates had fent a ſtrong Detach- 
ment towards Heyliſhem, where the French Lines were reputed 
to be in the beſt Condition of Defence. But this being look'd 
upon, among their Generals, as a Faint only of the Enemy, to 


facilitate their Entrance into the Lines near Mefelen , they 


perſiſted in their Reſolution, of drawing their whole Army 
that way, and to leave only a Body of about twenty Bavarian 
Squadrons, aud the like number of Hench Batallions, to guard 
the reſt. 75 


This being not unperceived by the Confederates, they de- 
camped in the Night time; and the Dutch Army having paſs'd 
the Mehaign, march'd in Conjunction with the Engliſh towards 
He yliſhem,” with ſuch expedition, that they entred the Lines on 
that ſide, without the leaſt oppoiition: *Tis true, the before- 
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mentioned Body of Bavarians and French advanced with all poſ- Ful ; 


ſible ſpeed , in order to drive the firſt Troops of the E- 
nemy thence 3 but being repulſed with great {laughter,. were 


red 


: 
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| ford to make a diſorderly. Retreat; The Elector of Bavaria, 
and the Marſhal de Villeroy judging it too hazardous to engage 
the whole Army, after the defeat of ſo contiderable a Body of 
their beſt Troops retreated to Louvain, with the River Dyle in 
the Front of their Camp, looking upon this as the moſt advanta- 
geous Poſt (as actuaſh it was) to ſtop the further progreſs of 
the Confederate Forces on that ſide. The loſs of the French 
and Bavarians was very conſiderable upon this occaſion, there 
being above 1000 killed upon the ſpot, and about 1500 taken 
Priſoners, that were left behind on the other fide of the River 
Geete, which they were forc'd to paſs with great precipitation, 
and to break down the Bridges behind them, to ſhelter them- 
ſelves againſt the purſuit of the Enemy; not to mention thoſe 
taken in T:rlemont, and divers other places (within the ſaid 
Lines) who were forced to ſurrender to the Allies at Ni- 
cretion. 


This unexpected News coming, as I told you, upon the neck of 
their late ill ſucceſs in Germam, no wonder if they were not a 
little ſtartled thereat, ſince they now began to fear no leſs than 
a moſt powerful irruption into the Spaniſh Netherlands, which, 
ik effected, would infallibly be follow'd by the Conqueſt of Tou- 

vain, Bruſſels, Antwerp, Bruges, and in ſhort, by all the places 
they were poſleſs'd of in thoſe Parts, there being, ſcarce any 
of them in a Condition to reſiſt (for any conſiderable time) ſo 
potent and victorious an Army. The Duke of Marlhorough being 
not ignorant of this advantage, and knowing, that the only 
obſtacle which ſtood in his way to accompliſh ſo great a Work, 
was the River Dyle, it was reſolv'd in a Council of War to at- 
tempt its Paſlage betwixt Lovain and the Village of Neder Tſhe, 
where they had Advice, that the Paſſes were but indifterently 
e uarded ; Accordingly a conſiderable Body of Horſe and Foot 
being detach'd for that purpoſe in the, Night time, and fol- 
lowed by the whole Army, they began to lay their Bridges in 
two ſeveral places by Day break, and about 1600 Men, 
moſt Granadeers and Fuſileers, having paſsd the River with- 
out any conſiderable reſiſtance from the French that guarded the 
Paſs, began to entrench themſelves on the oppoſite tide, in ex- 

pectat ion of being ſoon ſupported by their whole Army. The 
ſame was ſcarce come to the River, when at the ſame time the 
French Army (who having got timcly intelligence of the Mo- 
tions of the Confederates, had begun their March alſo about 


Midnight) 
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Midnight) appear in ſight, and advancing to the River with 
all poſſible haſte, poſted themſelves on the riling Grounds : The 
Confederate Generals ſeeing themſelves thus prevented by the 
vigilancy of the Enemy, it was thought moſt convenient, im- 
mediately to order their Troops on the ther ſide of the Dyle, 
to repaſs that River, which they effected ſucceſsfully without 
any conſiderable loſs, they having ſcarc a hundred Men kilbd 
and wounded upon this occaſion, whereas the French during the 
Action, ſuffer'd not a little from the Enemies Cannon planted 
on two Batteries on the oppoſite ſide of the River. 


It was Immediately after, that a Body of Dutch Troops 
drawn together in Handers (in order to give aA.diverſion to 
the Hench and Spaniards on that fide) ſucceſsfully broke through 
their Lincs, and paſſing the Canal betwixt Ghent and Bruges, 
exacted heavy Contributions, and upon the approach of a ſtrong 
Body drawn out of the Netghbouring Garriſons, retreated in 
good Order without receiving the leaſt Damage. This Ex- 
ploit, which at another time would have made no ſmall noiſe 
in Fance, was ſcarce talk'd of at Court at this Conjuncture, 
when ſeeing themſelves relieved from the fear of the Confede- 
rate Armies paſling the Dyle, they were not backward of mag- 
nifying this Action to their advantage, together with the Pru- 
dence and Conduct of the Elector of Bavaria, and the Marſhal 
of Villeroy, as alſo the good Condition of their Troops in the 
Netherland, which was given out to be ſuch, as not inthe leaſt 
to fear all the Efforts could be made againſt them by the Con- 
federate Army, tho' in effect they dreaded them more than the 
reſt of the whole Power of the Allies. ; 


For it is to be obſerv'd, That ſince the unexpected March 
of the Duke of Marlborough to the Danube, the enſuing Battle 
of Hochſtet, and his late Attempt upon the Moſelle, the French 
Court became more and more ſenſible of the Zeal, wherewith 
England and Hollaud eſpouſed the Common Cauſe, in order to ob- 
tain the great End of this War, which was to reſtore the true 
Ballance of Europe, by fixing the Spaniſh Dominions inthe Houſe 
of Auſtria : As they were farther convinced of this Truth by their 
forcing of the Lines, not many, Weeks before, and divers other 
Exploits, that they bad learned the Art of Secreſy beyond 
what ever could. be: expected from a Free Government, where 
commonly their «Deſigns paſs, through many hands; fo —_ 
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had been taught by woful Experience, that in the Perſon of 
the Duke of Marlborough (who commanded the Confederate 
Army in the Netherlands in chief,) they had met with a Gene- 
ral, who inſtead of prolonging the War, (as is too frequently 
practiſed) let not ſliggghe leaſt Opportunity of reducing his 

Enemy to ſuch a Comition , as to render him defirous of 
ſach a Peace, as might abſolutely, anſwer the End of the 
Grand Alliance. 1 


It was not long before the French Court had more reaſon 
than ever to be contuiced of this Truth: For the faid Duke 
having found means to paſs the River Dyle, and the Rivulet 
call'd the Lane, had in concert with Monſieur de Overk/rk, who 
commanded the Dutch Army, reſolved to attack the French 
Army under the Flector of Bavaria and the Marſhal 

de Villeroy, moſt ad vantageoully encamp'd behind the River 
The, with the Wood of Soignes on their Right, and the Dyle 
on their Left. But, as ſo great a Deſign could not be put in 
Execution without being communicated to the three Field- 
Deputies of the States General, who always follow the Camp 
during the Campaign, and theſe being unwilling to rely upon 
their own Judgment in a matter of ſo high a Nature, thought 
fit to ask the Advice of all the Datch Generals: Theſe were 
unanimouſly of Opinion, that by reaſon not only of the advan - 
| tageous Situation of the Enemies Camp, with the River Ihe 
in Front, and the Wood of Soignes on the Right, but alſo of 
the difficult Paſſage of the Avenues leading unto it, (being full 
of Hedges and Shrubs, and for the moſt part fortify'd by In- 
trenchments) the attacking of them at this time would be 
ſubject to many Hazards, eſpecially ſince they found them- 
ſelves diſappointed in their Deſign of attacking the Flank of 


Hu. 16. 


1 the Enemies right Wing, through the Wood of Soignes. For, 
N though ſome Squadrons of Spaniſh Dragoons, with ſome Ba- 
X callions of Foot, poſted in that Wood, had been chaſed thence 
8 with good ſucceſs, yet they being provided with ſeveral En- 
| trenchments, and having cut down a great number of Trees, 


| to render the Roads unpaſlable, the Englith Troops order'd 
\ that way, found it impracticable to penetrate through the ſaid 
. Wood. The Dutch Field Deputies at that time were Mlonſicur 
| Rowenvort Van Hees, and Van Schagen, Who inclining to 
| - the leſs hazardous ſide, and conſequently rather to follow the 
| Opinion of their own Generals than that of the Duke of Marl- 
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borough, and their own Field [Marſhal Monſieur 4Querkerk; 
could not be induc'd to give their Conſent,” to the- intended at- 
tacking of the French in their Camp, fo that the whole Deſign 
was laid aſide, to the great regret of the Duke of Marlborough, 
who did declare openly, that the faireſt Qpportunity of giving 
another fatal Blow to France, Was wrgfted out of his Hands, 


by the over-cautiouſneſs of the Dutch*Deputies, and their Ge- 
nerals. | | 3 


Various were the Opinions of the moſt able Politicians a- 
mong us upon this important Point, ſome ſiding with the 
Dutch, others with the Duke of Marlborough. Thoſe that were 
for the firſt, alledg'd, that the Hollanders being more nearly 
concern'd than the reſt in the Matter, by reaſon of the Vici- 
nity of their Frontiers, which muſt needs be expoſed to great 
Danger, in caſe any ſiniſter Accident ſhould have befallen their 
Army, they were not to be blamed if they acted with the 
utmoſt Caution, in an Affair of ſuch Conſequence ; beſides 
that, the Affairs of the Confederacy being then in a proſperous 
State, there was but little occaſian to hazard their Army upon 
odds againſt a potent Enemy. On the other hand, ſuch as were 
for the Duke of Marlborough, applauded his Conduct and Re- 
ſolution, and. blamed the over-cautiouſneſs of the Dutch, ſince 
ſcarce ever any great Actions were either undertaken or ac- 
compliſh'd without conſiderable hazards and great Obſtacles : 
Theſe; ſaid they, tho' they might be none of the leaſt, yet 
they would ſcarce have prov'd infurmountable, to thoſe 
Troops who had ſurmounted the ſame Difficulties at- the Schel- 
lenberg and at Blenheim, and that not without ſome diſadvan- 
tage in reference to their Number, whereas, at that time they 
had the ſuperiority (in that refſpect) of the Enemy in the Ne- 
therlands. They extoll'd the Stedfaſtneſs and Faithfulneſs of 
the ſuid Duke, to the common Cauſe of the Confederacy, ſince 
by giving another Blow to the French (which muſt unavoid- 
ably have been follow'd by the loſs of the beſt part of the 
Spaniſh Netherlands) he would have prepar'd the way to a ſudden 
and glorious Peace. 21 519% Ba! 
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But whatever might, be the Sentiments of unbyaſs'd Per- 
ſons, upon a Matter whereof they judged more by gueſs 
than knowledge the French Court, who were more nearly con- 
cerned in this Point, were * not to be backward to * 
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this opportunity to their advantage, by endeavouring to ſow 


the Seeds of Diviſion ; or at leaſt to create ſome Jealouſie be- 


twixt the Eroliſh and Dutch; For this end, their Emiſſaries 
in England (who as I told you before, are ready at all times 
to ſerve them at a very caſte Rate,) were charged to exagge- 
rate the Affront put upon the Duke of Marlborongh by the 
Field-Deputies of the States General, a fort of People alto- 
gether unacquainted in the Feats of Arms, whoſe chief Aim 
being Self-intereſt,* were rather for Protracting than for 
Finiſhing the War, ſince by the vaſt Sums of Money 
tranſmitred thither yearly out of England for the Payment 
of their Troops, and divers other Advantages they had got 
over them by way of Traffick, they were rather Gainers than 
Loſers by the War, and enrich'd themſelves at the Expence 


of the Ezglifh, They did not forget (as I underſtood ſince) 


upon this Occaſion, to inſinuate into their Country-men, that 
the Affront put upon the Duke being too groſs to be digeſted, 
there was not the leaſt doubt, but that he would reſent it, 
at leaſt thus far, as not to act for the future in Conjunction 
with them, but to command the Forces in the Engliſh Pay 
fparately. from theirs: In effect, as the French Court were 
faſficiently ſenſible of the Benefit they might reap from ſuch 
z Separation; ſo they left no Stone unturn'd to obtain their 
Aim in this Point. 

It was upon this Score, I mean in order to widen this 
Breach, that it was moſt induſtriouſly ſpread throughout: 
the United Provinces, that the Complaints made by the 
Duke of Marlborough, in the Poſtſcript of his Eetter ſent to 
the States General, tending to no leſs than the Pretenſion of 
an abſolute ſway, without Controul, in the Army; they would 
in a little time ſee themſelves reduced to a Neceſſity either 


of ſubmitting to his Pleaſure, or elſe of ſeeing themſelves de- 


prived (at leaſt in a great Meaſure) of the Aſſiſtance of the 


Engliſh ;, Since it was more than probable that the Duke, who 
had: ſo great an Influence upon the Councils of the Engliſh. 
Court, would nat paſs by ſuch an Affront, without revenging 
himſelf upon thoſe that were the Authors of it. Nay, they 


proceeded. much further in this Point, divers Pamphlets being 
fpread abroad, that the Duke aim'd at no leſs than the Stadt- 


holder ſhip of Holland, that he had neglected the 1 of 


preventing the French, in poſſeſſing himſelf of the Camp of Park, 
immediately after the forcing of the” Lines, with _ _ 
. 1 chectlons 
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Reflections of this Nature, ſuch as they judged moſt ſaitable to 
anſwer their End, which was to create a jealouſie in a People, who, 
as they had always been tenacious of their Liberty, ſo, the bet- 
ter to ſecure it, had, ſince the Death of King William III. quite 
aboliſh'd that Dignity in their Common- wealth, notwithſtanding 
ſome of their Neighbouring Princes, whoſe Friendſhip they 
ſtood in need of, ſeem'd to court them upon that account, 
and that they were not inſenſible of certain inconveniencies 
which of neceſſity muſt attend this remarkable alteration, in 
the Original Conſtitution of their Government. But after all 


their endeavours to embroil theſe two Nations, they had 


the mortification to ſee themſelves once more quite deceived in 
their hopes, by the ſingular Prudence of the States General, 
and the great Moderation of the Duke of Marlborough, who 
having receiv'd the deſir'd ſatisfaction upon this Head, from 
the States, concluded the Campaign with levelling the French 
Lines, and with the taking of S. Lewe, and of Saxtvher. 


The French being convinc'd by woful Experience, that not- 
withſtanding the great Advantages they ſeem'd to have over the 
Confederates at the beginning of the War, theſe had gain'd 
Ground upon them every Campaign, and conſequently fore- 
ſeeing that they were not likely to maintain themſelves en- 
tirely in the Spaniſh Dominions, began to make certain Propo- 
ſitions of Peace, which they pretended to obtain by a Parti- 
tion of the Spaniſh Monarchy. As they had been tampering 
with the Pope a conſiderable time before, about a Neutrality in 
Itah, fo it was now to him, they made their firſt Application 
for a Mediator; but the Differences aroſe betwixt that 
Court and the Emperor, having rendred his Holineſs alto- 
gether incapable of the Quality of a Mediator in reſpect to 
the Confederated Roman Catholick Princes, and the Proteſtants 
being not likely to embrace his Mediation upon a double ſcore 
(I mean as well in reference of his partiality as a Religious Ac- 
count) the French Courts, had recourſe to their old Friends the 
Swiſs Cantons. Unto theſe they repreſented the Glory and 
Advantage they might reap from ſach a Mediation, by reſtor- | 
ing Peace and Tranquility to Europe. Some among them whoſe 
inclinations were for France,. were ſo far beguiled by this ſpeci- 
ous Bait, that they not only promis'd their Endeavours, but 
alſo at the ſame time ſolicited the reſt to cot with them in 
the propoſed Mediation. But the better and wiler part of the 
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Cantons, being ſenſible, that a Treaty of Partition would at 
this Conjuncture ſcarce meet with a favourable acceptance from 


the Confederacy, who they very well knew aim'd at no leſs than 


the ſettling of King Charles III. on the Spaniſh Throne, and all 
its Dominions, they. wiſely confider'd, that there was but lit- 
rle proſpect either of®Glory ow Advantage to be reap'd by this 
Mediation, and that confequently they onght not to charge 
themſelves with a Eurthen, Which would prove too heavy for 
their Shoulders. | 


Notwithſtanding theſe Repulſes, the French Court being 
reſolved to leave nothing unattempted in this Point, thought 
it expedient to feel the Pulſe of the Hollanders, with an In- 
tention either to dive into their real Sentiments in reference 
to a Peace; or at leaſt, to create ſome Jealoulies betwixt 
them and the reſt of the Confederacy, as if they were making 
ſome Steps towards a Separate Peace. It muſt be confeſsd, 
to the eternal Honour of the French, that as they are never 
ſparing in ſupplying their Miniſters abroad, with whatever 
may be requiſite to maintain both their Character and Intelli- 
gence, ſo generally they employ Perſons qualify'd in all re- 


ſpects for thoſe Purpoſes they are ſent for: But at the ſame 


time it is undeniable, that at this Juncture they ſent upon fo 
nice and weighty an Errand, a Perfon, who, in my Judg- 
ment, had the leaſt Pretenſion to it in the World; whether 
it were, that they were under a Neceſfity of employing any 
one (without any further regard to his Qualifications) that 
could obtain a Paſs from the States of Holland, or for ſome 
other ſecret Reaſons I will not pretend to determine. How- 


ever as I know the Perſon by fight, and have his Character 


from unqueſtionable hands, and had ſome little Acquain- 
tance with his Father a conſiderable time ago in Holland, I 
can't forbear to give you a rough Draught of a Perſon em- 
ploy'd by the French Court upon ſo weighty a Buſineſs. 


His Name was Helvetius; he is the Son of an Emperick in 
Flolland, of a very mean Extraction, who having ſpent his 
younger Days in drudging in a Chymical Laboratory, and by 


that means obtained ſome general Knowledge of that Art, 
came above 40 Years ago into Holland, at which time Chy= 


miſtry being not ſo generally practiſed in thoſe Parts as now- 
a-days; He by his noble Confidence and volubility of Tongue, 


gain'd 
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gain'd ſuch an Aſcendent over the anexperienced Rſulti- 
tude, as in a little time to become Famous among them, 
( eſpecially for the Cure of the Venereal Diſeaſe )- under the 
Title of the German Doctor, his real Name being unknown to 
this day, ſince that of Helvetius he aſſumed from the Place of 
his Nativity, ( he being a Swiſs) judging that a Latin Name 
might ſerve as a main Ingredient to help to raiſe his Reputa- 
tion, though himſelf ſcarce underſtood one word of Latin 
beſides his Name. A younger Son of this Doctor or Empi- 
rick, what you pleaſe to call him, inheriting moſt of the Qua- 
lities of his Father, went before he was Twenty Years of Age, 
(after having ſcarce paſs'd the Scheol-Learning) into France, 
where following his Father's Method and Footſteps, he firſt 
gain'd ſome Repute among the Foreigners afterwards in the 
City of Paris, and at laſt I think was introduced to Madam 
Maintenon, by whoſe Recommendation he was judged a proper 
Subject to manage ſo important an Affair. As he had divers 
near Relations living in Holland, he without much difficulty 
obtain'd a Paſs from the States General, under Pretence 
of giving a Viſit to his Relations; which he did accordingly 
in company of a French Gentleman, who having been for- 
merly employ'd in the Quality of a Secretary in Foreign 
Affairs, was thought fit to be joyn'd with Helvetius, of whoſe 
Abilities in a Matter of this Nature, and of ſuch Conſequence, 


they could not but entertain a very indifferent Opinion, 


though as the Caſe now ſtood, they ſaw themſelves obliged te 
leave the chief Management of the whole to his Conduct. 


The Event proved anſwerable to the Qualifications of the 
Perſon who was entruſted with it; For though he did not 
want Aſturance to propoſe the Matter to Monſieur Odyck, 
(lately deceaſed) and ſome others at the Hague, and to pretend 
to dive into the Secret Sentiments of the Leading Men in 
the Government of the United Provinces; yet he could obtain 
no other Anſiver, Than that the States General having engaged 
with their Allies in this War, in order to reſtore the Ballance 
of Europe, and check the exorbitant Power of France, by fixing 
the Crown of Spain, with all its Dependencies and Dominions, 
on the Head of King Charles Ill. the younger Brother of his 
preſent Imperial Majeſty Joſeph I. they could nor would 
hearken to any Propoſitions, but what entirely and abſolutely 
teaded to anſwer that end, and that even then they were re- 


ſolved 
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folved not to enter into any Treaty without the Knowledge 
and full Approbation of all their reſpective Allies. It is no 
difficult Task to imagine, how pleating this Anſwer was to 
the French Court, after having thus diſcovered their Weak- 
neſs: However, they had the Satisfaction to fee in ſome mea- 
ſure the Effects of this Meſſage, which was to raiſe a Jealouſie 
betwixt the. Allies; For, though the States General declared 
againſt theſe Propoſitions, yet the ſaid Helvetius tatrying for 
ſome time after in Holland (becauſe the time limited in his 
Pais was not expired) certain Powers that were Members of 
the Confederacy, conceived a Miſtruſt, and could not forbear 
to diſcover their Satisfaction upon this account, till Helvetius 
being ordered to depart the Dominions of the United Pro- 
dinces, the whole Matter drop'd without any further il} Con- 
{cquences. 


During theſe Tranſactions in the Netherlands, Prince Lewis 
of Baden having. received his Commiſſion of General of the 
Army of the Empire, from the new Emperor, left his Bed- 
Chamber at Raſtadt (where he had been indifpoſed for ſeveral 
12. Months before)and arrived in the Camp at Stolhoven, where in 
a few days after it being reſolved in a Council of War, to 
attack the Marſhal de Y:llars in his advantageous Camp at the 
Rincherloch on this ſide of the Rhine; they directed their march 
thither accordingly: But the Marſhal de Villars miſtruſting 
his new levied Troops (though not much inferior in number 
to thoſe of the Empire) thought fit to quit that Poſt, and re- 
tire under the Fort of Kiehl, where in a few days after he re- 
paſs'd the Rhize, as Prince Lewis of Baden did ſoon after, 
having left a ſufficient number of his Forces on the other fide 
the River, for a Guard of the Lines of Stolhoven. Immedi— 
ately after Prince Lewis having taken a narrow View of the 
French Lines near Pfafferhover, it was reſolved to attack the 
lame in three ſeveral Places, and the Deſign executed with 
ſo much Conduct and Secrecy, that they penetrated into 
theſe Lines with the Loſs only of 17 or 18 Men. The 
Marſhal de Villars made a ſhew, as if he intended to force 
them thence again, and detach'd 14 or 15 Squadrons to at- 
tack the Count de Mercy, who had with the Body under his 
command entred the Lines near Pfaffenbover, but ſeeing the 
whole Imperial Army advancing that way, in order to ſup- 
port him, he retreated without any further delay to Haguenau. 
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His ſtay under this place, was not above-two days Conti- 
nuance; For Prince Lewis of Baden decamping with his- 
whole Army, with an Intention to draw the French either into 
a Battle, or elſe directly to march towards Strasburg, the Mar- 
ſhal de Villars, not daring to hazard a Battle, was under a 
neceſſity of ſecuring timely his retreat from Hagenau to the 
1 City of Strasburg; the Imperial Army being now much ſuperior 
in number to his, by their late Conjunction with 8000 or 9000 
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all the circumjacent Redoubts, and other Towns, being now 
expoſed to the Inſults of the Imperialiſts, they immediately 
laid Siege to the firſt of theſe Places, which having a Garriſon 
only of 300 Men, was forced to ſurrender in eight days at 
Diſcretion. Hagenau, being a Place of conſiderable Extent, 
and fortify'd with vaſt Charge by the French, it was ſuppoſed 
-Y Prince Lewis of Baden would meet with a vigorous Oppoſition 
here, eſpecially ſince the Marſhal de Villars, during his ſtay. 
under the Cannon of it, had had fafficient opportunity of pro- 
viding it with a numerous Garriſon, and all other Neceſſaries 
for a brave Defence. But that General being ſenſible of his 
Weakneſs and Inability of relieving the Place at that JunRure, 
; NY - and that conſequently it muſt of neceſſity fall into the hands 
of the Enemy, had taken quite different Meaſures ;. judging it 
more ſuitable to his preſent Condition, to leave only a Gar- 
riſon of 15 or 1600 Men there, than-to expoſe a greater num-- 
ber to the hazard of being made Priſoners of War: Prince 
Lewis of Baden being ſoon informed of the preſent Condition. 
of the Place, thought a moderate Detachment under General 
 Thungen ſufficient to reduce it. The Beſieged defended them- 
ſelves for five or ſix days, but then beat a Parley, offering to 
ſurrender upon honourable Terms; but being told they muſt 
expect no other than being made Priſoners of War, th 
| took a Reſolution not unworthy to be tranſmitted to Poſte- 
| rity. They had obſerved that on one ſide the Place was either 
| not inveſted, or at leaſt but ſlenderly guarded, fo taking hold 
_ of this Opportunity, they march'd out in the Night-time, and 
| | being reſolved to fight their way through all that ſhould oppoſe 
| them, they had the good Fortune to retire to their Army with- - 
dut any Oppolition, they being not perceived by the Enemy. 
till it was too late to purſue them. 7 
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By this Retreat, Druſenheim, Hagenau, and Fart-Lewis, with Sept. 13. 


As by the taking of Driſenleim, the Imperialiſts had ſecured 
all the Redoubts upon the Rhine abandon'd by the French, but 
eſpecially their Bridge over that River, ſo by the taking of 
Hagenau, they being enabled to take their Winter Quarters 
on the other {ide of*the Rhine, they did not think fit to lay a 
formal Siege to the ſtrong Fortreſs of Fort-Lew:s at this Seaſon, 
being ſuſkciently convinced that their Forces might be fo 
diſpoſed during this Winter, as to reduce the Place by Fa- 
mine. A Project was» alſo ſet on foot to retake Homburg 
before the concluſion of the Campaign ; but whilſt they were 
conteſting about what: Forces ſhould or ought to be moſt con- 
veniently employ'd in that Enterprize, the Seaſon advancing 
a-pace, and being atizended with very bad Weather, this 
Deſign was laid aſide till the next Campaign. However as 
the Germans were but ſo lately convinced of the ſignal Incon- 
veniencies and Dangers, that were the neceſſary Conſequences 
of the long Marches to and from their Winter Quarters of 
the more remote Circles of Germany, they prevail'd (chief 
by the Mediation of England and Holland,) with moſt of the 
Princes, to permit their reſpective Troops to take their Winter 
Quarters near the Upper Rhine, a good Body of Lunenburgers 
in the Service of England and Holland, being alſo about the 
ſame time ordered that way, to quarter in the adjacent Parts: 
This produced a double good Effect; firſt to keep Fort- Lewis 
black'd up in ſuch a manner, that in all probability it may 
fall into the Hands of the Confederates before Spring. And 

2dly,. to have theſe Troops at hand, to act with more hopes 

of Succeſs than before, when half the time that ought to have 


been ſpent in the Field, uſed to be trifled away in long and 
tedious Marches. 


*Tis now time we take a Turn lixewiſe to Italy, to ſee 
whether the French ſucceeded better there than in Ger- 
many and the Netherlands: Their Aim on that fide being no 
leſs than the entire Reduction of the Duke of Szvoy, they 
look'd upon it as almoſt Infallible after the taking of Yerue, 
in caſe they could prevent the Conjunction of the Imperial 
Army in ſtah, to be commanded by that great General Prince 
Eugene of Savoy, with the Duke of Savoy. Mirandela being 
the only Place as yet remaining in the Hands of the Impe- 
rialiſts, which might facilitate their Paſſage through the Man- 
tuan into Piemont, the French had kept it ſtraitly block'd up 


during 
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1 during the Winter, but finding the Garriſon reſolute to abidg 
\ the ntmoſt Extremity in hopes of timely Relief, the French 
= | beſieged it in form, before the Imperialiſts could be in a Con- 
dition to attempt it with any Proſpect of Succeſs. Tis true, 
Prince Fugene of Savoy haſtned upon, the News thereof, with 

| all poſſible ſpeed, his Journey into Jraly, in hopes to find the 
1 Troops he was to command in ſuch a forwardneſs, as to be 
able to ſuccour a Place, the Loſs whereof they were ſenſible 

they muſt feel to their Coſt during the reſt of the Campaign; 

But great part of the Troops deſign'd for the Expedition in 

Italy, being not yet arriv'd, and the reſt either not in a Con- 

dition, or at leaſt not ſtrong enough to act, and relieve the 

1 Place, againſt an Enemy much ſuperior in Number to them, 
18 he was to his great regret, obliged to be a- Spectator of a Lols, 
which he foreſaw would be irreparable to them in this Cam- 

paign, after having done all what could be expected from a 

moſt conſummated General; For finding the Enemy ready to 

N receive him on the oppoſite ſide of the Mincio, was forced to 
give over his Deſign of paſſing that River in ſight of them. 

The Surrender of Mirandola, which was the immediate Con- 
ſequence of this Diſappointment, having obliged that Prince 

to alter his Meaſures, he tranſported his Foot into the Breſcia 

by the way of the Lake de 1a Guarda, and ordering his Horſe 

e to march round the Jake to rejoyn his Foot, the Fench, com- 
manded by the Grand Prior of HBauce, the Duke of YVendaſme's 
Brother, made a Feint as if they intended to attack them, 
before the Horſe could come up with him; but finding him too 
ſtrongly poſted, did not think fit to put it in Execution, con- 
tenting themſelves to coop him up among the Mountains, and 
with preventing his paſſage to the River Oglio. Whilſt they 
were flattering themſelves with theſe Hopes, Prince Eugene 
4 found means, with incredible Labour and Diligence, to open 
himſelf a way through the Mountains to the ſaid River, by 
cauſing whole Woods of Shrubs and Trees to be cut down, 

and, unexpectedly to get the Start of the French, who were not 
a little ſurprized when they received the News of the Attacking 
and Taking of Soncino (upon the Oglio) by the, ſaid. Prince, 
whereby (beſides. the Advantage of à great Magazine of Pro- 
viſions. laid up there for, the uſe of the French Army) ſeeing 
himſelf Maſter .of all the moſt conſiderable Poſts upoa that 
River, he made a Feint of marching into the Mantuan. The 
French being under - this. uncertainty, Whether his real Inten- 
e TJ... - © mean 
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ſolved in a Conference betwixt the Grand Prior and his Bro- 
ther the Duke of Yendvſme, to march to Romanengo, as the 


moſt convenient Poſt, to watch narrowly all the Motions of 


the Imperialiſts; but finding themſelves prevented by this- 
vigilant General, they encamp'd within two Leagues of him in 


an advantageous Poſt, and at the ſame time being obliged to- 


ſend a ſtrong Detachment to Uſtiano, to ſecure their Commu- 


nication with the Mantuan, they were forced to ſupply the 
Defe@ of that Detachment, by another made from the Army 


under the Duke of la Fenillade, then employ'd in the Siege 
of Chivas, whereby the Duke of Savoy did receive the firſt 


glimpſe of hopes that Prince Eugene would give ſo powerful 


a Diveriion to the French, as to make them lay aſide the in- 
tended Siege of Turin; which proved true in the Event. 


For Prince Ergene loſing no Opportunity of advancing into 


the Milanexe, march'd from Romanengo towards Canceſo and 


Treſfo, with an Intention to paſs the Adda betwixt theſe two 


A. 


places, but meeting with ſome unforeſeen Obſtacles which 
hindred his. paſſage there, he ordered a- ſtrong Detachment 
to ſecure it over the River near Paradiſo; but finding himſelf 


alſo difappointed in that place, he left nevertheleſs a ſtrong. 


Body there to amuſe the Enemy, whilſt he with the reſt ad- 


ae to Treviglio. Here the Prince having received certain 
- Wtelligence, that the Grand Prior, with the greateſt part of 
_ the French Army, lay encamped on this fide of the Adda, 


over againſt Caſſano, whilſt the Duke of Yendoſme remain'd 


with the reſt of the Army on the oppoſite fide, to obſerve the 


Motions, and diſpute the paſſing of that River with the Im- 
perialiſts, he reſolved to attack immediately the firft, not- 
withſtanding the advantageous Situation of his Camp, be- 
twixt the Adda and two Canals. Accordingly the Imperial 
Army advancing to the Enemy about Neon, charged them fo 
furioufly on the firſt Canal called Ritorto, that they were 
forced to quit their Bridge and Entrenchments that covered 
it, in great Diſorder ; The Imperialifts purſuing their Advan- 


tage, ſome pafs'd the Canal over the Bridge, whilſt the reſt 


waded up to the Arm-pits through the Water: It happen'd 
very opportunely for the French, that when about fix Imperial 
and Pruſſian Regiments had paſs'd the Canal, they received 
4 Reiuforcement of ſyeral Regiments of Dragoons, —_—_ _ 
5 7 uke 


tions were againſt the Alantuan or the Milauexe, it was re- 
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Duke of Yendoſme ;- theſe freſt' Supplies encountring the before- 
ſaid Regiments, whoſe Arms and Ammunition were for the 
moſt pagt wet, obliged them to repaſs the ſaid Bridge; How- 
ever theſe ſoon rallying again, and being ſupported by freſh 
Troops, drove the French from the Bridge a ſecond time, 
paſs'd the Canal once more, and charg'd the Left Wing of 
the French ſo vigorouſly, that they retired in great Confuſion 
to the Bridge of Caſſano, to ſhelter themſelves againſt the pur- 
ſuing Enemy on the other fide of the Aada; but this Bridge 
being not ſpacious enough to contain ſo great a Number as 
were thronging to get over, many of the Feuch were drowned 
in that River, before the Dragoons, who had quitted their 
Horſes, could reach the Works that covered that Bridge on 
this ſide of the Adda, in order to ſtop, in ſome meaſure, the 
Purſuit of the Imperial Troops. The Right Wing of the 
French having another and much deeper Canal in Front, it 
was impoſſible for the Imperialiſts to come to handy-blows with 
them, and the Vicinity of their Works at the Head of the 
Bridge of Caſſano not permitting Prince Eugene to pitch his 
Tents within the reach of the Enemies Cannon, he march'd 
back to Treviglio, where he proclaim'd his Victory by ſuch - 
publick Rejoycings as are uſual upon ſuchlike Occaſions. 


But if the Imperialiſts had reaſon to rejoyce at a Victory 


which proved ſo advantageous in the Event to their Affairs 


in /taly, the French Court were never more forward than now - 
to challenge the Honour of the Day, to extol the Conduct of 
the Duke of Yendoſme , and magnifie the loſs of the Enemy 
upon this occaſion. I remember very well, that moſt of the 
Foreigners then reſiding at Paris, who had a more impartial - 
Account of Matters, than what the Court thought fit to 
ubliſh, were ſufficiently convinced, that ſince it was undeni- 
able, that the Left Wing of the French had been forced twice 
from ſo advantageous a Poſt, and chaſed over the Adda, they 
had no other-reaſon to rejoyce upon this Occaſion, than-their 
having eſcaped a total Rout. Notwithſtanding this, ſcarce any 
thing elſe was talk'd of at Court for ſome time, but the 
chaſing of the Imperialiſts over the Oglio, and thence into the 
Trentin. If that Maxim holds true, that the Event of a Battle 
is moſt properly judged by its Conſequences, we had all the 
reaſon to be ſurprized, when not long after, when we expected 
every day to hear the Effects of theſe great Deſigns, we under- 
| 4 ſtood, 
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| ſtood, that not only Prince Eugene remained nndiſturhbed at ; 
his Camp of Treviglio, but that the French and Spaniſh Army 


was not in a Condition to maintain the Palages of the Adda, 
without a Reinforcement of ſeveral thouſand Men ſent them 
from the Camp of the Nuke de la Feuillade, who had in the 
mean time been employ'd in the Siege of Chivas. By making 
due Reflections upon theſe Matters, which could not be con- 
ceard by the Court, we were fully convinced of what we hid 


received Intelligence before from our Correſpondents in thoſe 


Parts, that inſtead of 10 or 12000 Men, which the Bench gave 


out- had been flain and wounded on the fide of the Imperialiſts, 


their loſs did not amount to 2500 beſides the wounded, whereas 
the French had above double that Number tlain upon the Spot, 
many-drown'd in the Adda, and of wounded Men in propor- 
tion to their ſlain. 


It muit be remembred to the eternal Honour of Prince 
Erngene of Savey, whoie Genius ſeems to be framed for difficult 


and great Enterprizes, that with an inferior Force he not 


only paſſed the Adige and Oglio, and penetrated to the Adda, 
in ſight of his Enemies, but alto by this glorious and moſt 
ſeaſonable Battle, broke all the French Meaſures on that ſide 


at one Blow, which actually prevented the Siege of Trin, and 
Conſequently the intended Reduction of the Duke of Soy, which 
da modeſt Computation had within two Years coſt the French 
above coooo Men, and many Millions of Money: For it is 


to.be obſcrved, that Chivas being the only Place now left in 
the Hands of the Duke of Savoy, after the taking of Yerve by 
the French, Which could ſtop their march to Turin, the ſaid 
Duke, the better to cover his Capital City and Reſidence, had 
left nothing unattempted to prepare for its Defence, by forti- 
fying not only the Place it ſelf, but alfo the Hills, Caſſines, 


and other Avenues leading unto it, wherein he had poſted 


molt of his Foot, to diſpute every Inch of Ground with the 
Enemy, in hopes that in the mean while Prince Eugene would 
penetrate into the Milane ge, and thereby oblige the Duke 
de la Feuillade to quit Piemont. The French Court were not 
ignorant what Difficulties they were likely to encounter with 
in the taking of that Place; but as the fo much deſired Re- 
duction of the Duke of Savoy, ſeem'd to appear now to depend 
on the Siege of Turin, which could not be undertaken before 
they were Maſters of Chivas, it was reſolved to beſiege and 


attack 


„ U 
attack it with all imaginable Vigour; But met with a moſt 
brave Oppoſition, becauſe the Duke of Savoy having the Ad- 


vantage of a Bridge of Communication with the Place, in the 


ſame manner as he had at Ferus, he continually ſupply'd the 
Garriſon with freſh Men, and all other Neceſſaries for a long 
Defence. The HFeuch endeavoured to interrupt this Commu- 


. nication, by making a vigorous Attack upon the Works that 


cover'd it, but being repuls'd, and dreading the Fate of fo 
tedious and hlocdy a Siege, (the Effects whereof they had felt 
to their Coſt at Ferue) it was reſolved in a Council of War to 
attempt the ditlodging of the Duke of Savoy from his Camp. 
Accordingly a ſmall Body under Monſieur de {a Taras being 
left before Chivas, the Duke ae Ia Feuillade with the whole 
Army, advanced to the Duke of Savoy's:Camp, who ſecing 
himſelf over-match'd in Numbers, retreated in time over the 
Stura, though not without ſuffering ſome loſs in his Rear ; By 
his Retreat towards Turin, the Garriſon of Chivas being left de- 


ſtitute of all hopes of Relief, he order'd them to quit the Place, 4ug. 22 


which they did accordingly. 


After the Reduction of Chivas, you might have heard them 
talk ſcarce of any thing elſe at Court, but the Siege of Twin, 
notwithſtanding the two ſtrong Detachments ſent from that 
Army, firſt during the Siege of Chivas under the Duke of Ven- 
doſine, aud another after its Surrender ſince the Battle of 
Cafſans into the Milane xe. As the French as well as others who 
had any real Inſight into the Matter, were ſenſible that 
the fame could not be ſo much as ſuppoſed, much leſs be 
undertaken, without very conſiderable Supplies of Men from 


other Parts; { they did not negꝑlect to improve this Inter va 


of time, (whilſt ſome of their beſt Regiments were order'd 
and actually on their march from the Upper Rhine for Itah,) to 


endeavour either to frighten or to cajole the Duke of Savoy 


into a Compliance with their Demands; but finding his Con- 
ſtancy and Prudence to remain unſhaken in ſpite of all their 
Threats and Promiſes, they had recourſe to other Artifices, viz. 
to publiſh to the World, that there being an underhand Treaty 
on foot betwixt them and the Court of Savoy, their King had 


thought fir to allot a certain Time for that Prince to conſider 


his true Intereſt; and to embrace his Majeſty's Offers. The 
better to make this paſs for a Truth among the reſt of his 
Allies, (in hopes thereby to ſlacken their Preparations for his 
| effectual 


, „ 
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eftectual Relief) and inſinuate to the World, as if that Prince 
had made ſome ſteps towards an Accommodation with France, 
the Duke de la Feuillacdle, who was then advanced as far as the 
La Venetie, a moſt ſumptudus Palace of the Duke of Savoy's, 
at no great diſtance from Turin, kept a moſt ſtrict Diſcipline 
among his Soldiers, not ſuffering the leaſt Damage to be done 
either to the Gardens or the Structure it ſelf. But whilſt they 
were amuſing the World with theſe pretended Projects, Prince 
Eugene of Save having received ſome Recruits from the 
Trentin, did fo harraſs by his frequent Marches and Counter- 
marches the Army under the Duke of Vendoſime, near the Adda, 
that he fearing to be ſurprized by that Great Warrior, whom 
he durſt not Encounter a ſecond time without a conſiderable 
Superiority of his Forces, ſolicited for ſome further Rein- 
forcements, which being at that preſſing Conjuncture not to 
be had any where elſe but from Piedmont, the- Army under the 
Duke de la Feuillade was thereby reduced to ſo ſinall a Number, 
| as bore but a ſlender Proportion to ſo great an Enterprize as 
the Siege of Turin. Notwithſtanding all this, when it was 
leaſt expected, the Diſcourſe of the Siege of Turin was reviv'd 
at Court, and in effect the Duke de la Feuillade made not only 
great Preparations, but alſo raiſed ſome Batteries againſt ſome = 
advanced Works ; but before the great Artillery arrived from | 


«Caſelthe French Court perceiving the Duke to perſevere in "| 
his former Reſolution, notwithſtanding all their Menaces , mew 
Orders were ſent to deſiſt from that Enterprize. Prince { 


Empene having thus effected his main Deſign of diverting the 
Enemy from the Siege of Tri, and finding it impoſſible to 
ſuhſiſt with his Army during the Winter betwixt the 09/7 
and the Adda, repaſs'd the firſt of theſe Rivers, and canton'd 
his Troops in the Breſcia, under the Venetian Territories. 


It will perhaps ſeem ſomewhat ſurprizing to thoſe that are 
not well acquainted with the French Stratagems, what could 
move that Court to impoſe upon the World an imaginary 
Victory, and the intended Project of the Siege of Turin, when 
4 little time muſt of neceſlity unfold the Vanity of theſe De- 
ſigns : But it ought to be taken notice of upon this Occaſion, 
that if ever that Court had reaſon to conceal their Loſs, and 
magnifie their Strength, it was certainly at this Conjuncture, 
when the Embarkment of Charles III. King of Spain at Lisbon 
aboard the "Confederate Fleet, leaving no further room for 


them 


* 


e 
them to doubt, but that this Expedition being intended againſt 
ſome part or other of the Spaniſh Coaſt, and themſelves not 
in a Condition to ſend them any ſeaſonable Relief, they muſt 
look upon this as the beſt Expedient, to raiſe the drooping 
Spirits of thoſe that were in their Intereſt in thoſe parts, and 
to overawe the reſt of the Spaniards from ſiding with the New 
King. For you mult know that the French relying upon their 


Intereſt they at leaſt ſuppoſed they had among ſome of the 
Court of Portugal, and the Diviſions raiſed and fomented among- 
the Generals, flattered themſelves with certain hopes, that 


nsthing of Moment would be undertaken on theſe Frontiers 
this Campaign; but finding, contrary to their Expectation, 


the Portugueſe to penetrate. into the Province of Alentejo, and 


after the taking gfdeveral conſiderable Places, to threaten Ba- 


dajos with a Siege; and at the ſame time the new King: 
Charles III. embarking aboard the Combined Engliſh and Dutch 


Ships with 10000 choſen Land-men, the French Court were 


under no ſmall DiſtraQion, which way to turn thoſe ſmall Re- 


mainders of their Forces in Spain, whe Spaniſh Infantf being 


totally ruin'd during the Siege of Gibraltar. Nothing c at 
this JunQure have ſtood them in greater ſtead. than od 


» 


Fleet, the Equipment whereof being earneſtly urged By*he- « 
Spaniſh Court for. the Defence of their Coaſt, great Free- 
dions were made accordingly at Thoulon, Breſt, and in ie 
other Harbours of France, for the putting to Sea ſo formidable”. 
2 Fleet, as might be in a Condition to diſpute the preſent” 
Dominion of the Mediterranean with the Confederated Fleet; 
But their coming ſo early with the Grand Fleet to the River 


of Lisbon (whillt another Squadron kept block'd up the French 


Ships in the Harbour of Bre#,) they were forced to lay aſide 
all Thoughts of facing the Confederates in the Mediterranean 
this Year; and what was much worſe, ſaw themſclves under a 


Neceſlity of expectiug with Patience, which way the approaching 


Storm (which they were not able to divert) would fall. This 


proved to be on the Coaſt of Catalonia, where the City of Vich, 
with ſome other Places, declar'd for King Charles III. and the 


Confederate Fleet looking upon this as a Signal given them b 7 
Providence, whither to ſteer their Courſe, they accordingly. 
landed about 10000 well diſciplin'd Engliſh and Dutch Land- Aug. 23s: 
Forces, within three Miles of Barcelona (the Capital City of 
Catalonia) near the River Baſſcz running on th&Eaſt ſide of it, 
without the leaſt Oppoſition , in order to reduce that con 
| ut 
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But couſideriug the Extent of the Place, and its Portifications 
conſiſting of 10 Baſtions, beſides many old Towers, and that 


thoſe that had declar'd for the Houſe of Auſtria were as yet 


not near ſo numerous as was expected, the carrying on of that 
Siege remain'd in ſuſpence for ſome days, it being propoſed by 

ſome to move to ſome other Place of leſs Strength upon the 
Sea Coaſt, whilſt the Tlect ſhould follaw that way by Sca to 
ſecond their Endeavours. But the Prince of Heſſe Darm/tad, 
who was perfectly wel! acquainted with the Inclinations anc. 
Genius of that Nation, which always proceeds with the ut mog 
Caution and Security, being ſenſible that the whole Succets 
of this Enterprize depended on the Succels and Reputation 
of their Arms, by the taking of Barcelona, urged that Siege 
with great Vehemency. To facilitate the {ame, he propoſed 
the Surprizing of the Fort or Citadel of Montjuich, which 
being ſeated on an Eminency on the Welt ſide of the City, 
commands the greateſt part of it; beſides that on that fide the 
Ditch was not very deep, and the cover'd way not quite per- 
fected. This Deſign, though it ſeem'd ſubject to no ſmall Diffi- 
calties, not only by reaſon of its Fortificatiens and Situation, 
but alſo by its diſtance from the Confederate Camp, and the 
almoſt impaſiable Ways they were to ſirmount, before they 


could come at it; yet the Generals, relying chicfly upon the 


Conguet, Bravery, and Knowledge of the Prince of Hſe, 
1000 choſen. Men were appointed for that purpoſe, headed 
by the ſaid Prince himſelf, 1000 more being to ſupport 
them. They began their March in the Night, in hopes to 
Jurprize the Outworks before day-break ; but notwithſtand- 
ing the Badneſs of the Ways had much retarded their 
March, and that they met after day-break with a Body of the 
Enemy, who gave the Alarum to thoſe in the Fort, they at- 
tack d the Outworks with Sword in Hand, pais'd the cover'd 


Way and the Ditch, and gain'd one of the Bulworks of the 


new Fortifications that ſurrounded the Body of the old Caſtle. 
Here it was that the brave Prince of Heſſe, whilſt he was puſh- 
ing forward through the midſt of the Enemies Fire, to polics 
himfelf of ſome Works, by which they might receive further 
Supplies from the City, was mortally wounded in, the Thigh 
by a Muſquet-Ball, which having cut aſyader an Artery, aud 
conſequently cauſed a great Effuſion of Blood, he perſiſted 
nevertheleſs in Icading on and animating his Soldiers, till 
about 50 Paces from the place where he was firſt wounded, 
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he drop'd down dead, and fell like a Hero in the midſt of his 
Enemies. \s | « 

[t is eake to be conceived, that the Fall of ſo great a Man, 
who had acquired fo great a Reputation among the Enoliſh and 
Dutch, as well as among the Cætalans, muſt needs ſtrike a great 
Terror among them, ſo they began now to give way, and to 
abandon the Poſts they had&gain'd but juſt before, till the Earl 
of Peterborough (who commanded the Engliſh: in Chief) being 
inform'd of this Diſaſter, haſt'ned thither, and by his Preſence 
animating the Souldiers, they renew'd the Attack, and having 
made themſelves Maſters of all the Out-works, forced the Ene- 
my to retreat into the Donjeon, or innermoſt old Caſtle - ſome 
Caſtilians, Engliſh and Dutch having taken Poſt on the Ditch, 
endeavoured to poſſeſs themſelves of the Gate, but about the 
ſame time 300 French Souldiers being ſent from Barcelona to 
ſuccor thoſe in the Caſtle, they were ſurrounded and taken Pri- 
ſoners, and carry'd into Barcelona, The communication be- 
twixt that City and the Caſtle being now quite cut off, the Con- 
federates began to Batter the laſt, but without any conſiderable 
Succeſs, by reaſon of the thickneſs and Strength of the Walls: 
Hereupon it being reſolved to ply them with all imaginable 
Fury with Bombs, this ſucceeded ſo well upon a Place of no 
great Circumferance,that a Bomb happening to fall upon one of 
their Magazines of Powder, and thereby the Governour, a Na- 
tive of Naples being blow'd up with ſeveral others, beſides part 
of the Wall and the Gate, the Garr.ſon (ſeeing the Beſieged 
ready to enter the Breach) to the number of 300 furrendred. Pri- 
ſoners of War. | bog. 


This done, the Attack was chiefly carry'd on againſt the bo- Sept. x 


dy of the Place, from the beforemention'd Fort, and the Place 


begun to be Battered with great Succeſs from 52 Pieces of great gepe. 2 


Cannon, beſides theſe made uſe of from ſeveral Ships againſt 
the Harbour; but notwithſtanding all theſe efforts, the Garriſon. 
conſiſting of above half the number of the Beſiegets, the defended 
themſelves moſt vatiantly for near 3 Vcets after, til a large 
Breach being made, and the Vicc-roy Don tr anciſcs de H ανο nor 
. daring to ſtand the brunt of an Aſſault, lie thought fit to Ca- 
pitulate upon honourable terms: but a bed; of the revolted 
| Catalans cager of Revenge aud Plunder, and encourag'd by a Re- 
volt in the Place againſt the Vice-roy, preſſing in the Preach, 
had queſtionle pat him, and all ach as had ſtifly ad- 
her'd to his Party, tothe Sword, had they not been prevented 
by the Generoſity of the * of Peterbereugh, Who Own to 
their 
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their aſſiſtance reſcued fheVice-roy,and the Duke de Popoli a Nea- 
politan, from the very jaws, of Death, With about 800 Spaniſh 
Soldiers, all the reſt of the Garriſon being ready to enter into 
the Service of King Charles III. By the Conqueſt of this impor- 
tant Place, with ſo inconſiderable a force, in proportion to the 
greatneſs of the Enterprize, the Confederates gain'd a great 
Reputation and additional Strength, the Catalans, who for the 
moſt part had hitherto lived in expectation of the iſſue of this 
Siege, began ow to appear in great, Numhers in the Confede- 
rate Camp, the Cities of Gironne, Tertoſa, Terragona, Lorida, 


r 


ä 


and in.ſhort all Catalonia, except Roſes, not only declared for 


King Charles III. but thoſe alſo of YValemia and Arragon, ſhewing 


the fame Inclinations, they poſſeſs'd themſelves of ſeveral Pal. 


ſes leading into thoſe 2 Kingdoms, and in the firſt, made them- 
ſelves Maſters of the Port of Denia. *Tis certain that 
ſhould the Confederate Forces puſh on their Conqueſt in 
the Kingdom of Yalentia, eſpecially along that Sea Coaſt, 
and back their endeavours by a powerful Fleet, in order to 
prevent the French from ſending any conſiderable Reinforce- 
ments into the Heart of Spain, the Natives of that Kingdom, 
who without doubt, are grown weary of the French, a Nation 


» ſo very different from them, not only in Temper and Manners, 
but alſo in the Methods and Maxims of Government, will 
- follow the Footſteps of the Catalans, and ſhake off the Voak 
that is ſo burthenſome to them at preſent. 


It Was the Wonder of all the World, how the French Court 


- Thoxid be fo far miſtaken in their Meaſures, as to leave the 


Coaſts of Spain unguarded, when they had ſufficient Notice of 
the vaſt Naval Preparations of the Confederates, and their Em- 
barkment of 10000 Land Forces, eſpecially after they had no- 
thing to hope from their Fleet, and the Perſonal Appearance of 
King Charles III. in that Enterprize, put it beyond all diſpute, 


that it was intended againſt that Coaſt; but to tell you the 


Truth, the Spanrards being a' Politick Generation who have 
often before over-reach'd the French in their Politicks, play'd 
alſo a Megane all this time, by acting the Hypocrites, and 
giving conſtant aſſurance of their Fidelity to the Spaniſh Court. 
This bait ſo far took with the Hench, that looking upon the Re- 
volt of the Catalans of Vich as a delign only, of a tumultary 
Mob, they thought they had ſufficiently provided againſt them 
by the ſtrong Garriſon and a good Body of Horſe put into Bar- 
celona, flattering themſelves at the ſame time, that the Confe- 
derates would ſcarce venture their Flect and Land Forces, as 
far as to the Coaſt of Catalonia, or if they did, their Troops 

| | would 
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would be ſoweak*nedand fatig'd by ſo long a Voyage, as not to be 
able to make any copſiderable Progreſs on that {ide, whilſt in 
the mean time they hop'd to effect the intended reduction of 
the Duke of Savoy. - *Tis true the ſucceſs of that Deſign is of 
the utmoſt Conſequence to France, which like Achillebs Heel, 
is vulnerable only on that ſide, (whereas its whole Body ſeems to 
be proof againſt all Attempts of this Nature,) and conſequeutly 
molt expos'd to an Invaſion, ſhould, the 1mperialgfts prevail in 
Italy; no wonder therefore if they left no Stone unturn'd to 
provide againſt it, but H leave you to gueſs what a Mortifca- 
tion it muſt needs to that Court, to ſee themſelves at once 
diſappointed in Tah, and in danger of having the Monarchy of 
Spain ſunteh'd out of their Hands. II in order to prevent this 
danger, that they do leave nothing unattempted at this time 
to ſend ſome Detachments from all Parts, towards Ronſilion, in 
hopes to find out a way to break into Catalonia, and thereby 
to ſtop the Progteſs of King Charles III. in Valencia and Arra- 


gon, whilſt another Army is to overawe the Spaniards, to prevent * 


their ſiding with the Enemy. The better to ſupport this Deſign, 
and to keep their Troops as near at hand as could be, to ſe- 
cond one another, as occaſion ſhould require, it was concerted. 
at the ſame time to act with the utmoſt Vigour in 7aly, and 
for the reſt to ſtand upon the defenſive in Germany and the Ne- 
therlands, where they judged it ſufficient, if they couid come off 
without any conkderable Lois, provided th ay is Al 
from a defection, and compais the ſo much 
of the Duke of Sap. 
If one may be allow'd to make ſume Conjecures upon future 
Events, from what is paſs d; tis highly probable, that conſi- 
dering what Preparations the Allies are making to ſecond their 
Succeſſes in thoſe Parts, where Providence has ſhew'd them the 
neareſt way to put an end to this War; it ſeems moſt proba ble, 
that notwithſtanding all the Efforts France is able to make, 
they will ſcarce bein a condition to ſtem the Torrent of a general 
defection in Spain, as ſoon as the Allies ſho!l appear formidable 
enough in the Field to ſupport the Spaniards in it, and that con.e- 
quently they will not be able to prevent a great and general 
Revolution, which muſt needs turn the Ballance altogether n 
the fide of the Confederates. *Tis true, in Italy their Affairs 
ſeem to be fix'd upon a much firmer Baſis, they having no in- 
teſtine Enemy to contend with, but as the Confederates have 
taken effectual Meaſures to ſend a freſh Reinforcement of 10000. 
Men to Prince Eugene, aud that feveral Imperial Regiments 
are. 
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